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“ Norfolk’s fate in his hands 





MR. R.J.ELLIOOTT’S APPOINTMENT AS NORFOLK’S MINISTER HAS 
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NORFOLK'S GOVERNMENTAL situ- 
• atioa may be radically changed 
with Mr. Ellicott as Minister. 

For 13 months the Island's elect¬ 
ed Councillors have had to spend 
almost all their available energy 
fighting off a threat to Norfolk's 
distinctiveness, rights and way of 
‘ life. 

With a Minister who seems likely 
to care about the Island and its 
people, die Councillors may be 
able to stop fighting for survival 
and concentrate on some serious 
local problems. 

Australia has allowed such prob¬ 
lems to worsen by ignoring them. 
Nearly three years ago, when the 
Royal Commission was conceived, 
the Commonwealth's machinery 
for administering Norfolk's long¬ 
term problems and policies was 
simply switched off. Decisions on 
important matters were put off, in 
the expectation that the Commis¬ 
sion's report would solve every¬ 
thing. 

But the report, based on errors of 
fact and containing recommenda¬ 
tions that conflicted with one ano¬ 
ther, didn't solve anything: it just 
proposed that Norfolk should be 
swept under the carpet. The prob¬ 
lems remain. Here are ten. 

Responsible government. It is r a 
disgrace^in a western democracy 
that the comparatively well-edu¬ 
cated, intelligent and law-abiding 
people of Norfolk Island have no 
authority at all in making the laws 
that govern them, but are admini¬ 
stered as if they were an institution 
full of delinquents. Council has be¬ 
gun drafting a proper constitution. 
This work should be pressed forward. 

Social welfare. The Island system, 
based essentially on the family, has 
great strengths but some shortcom¬ 
ings. These need to be corrected. 

If they aren't, the Island runs the 
risk of having the mainland system 
imposed on it, even though that 
would almost certainly do more 
harm than good. 


Immigration laws . Permits to al¬ 
low new settlers to move to the Isl¬ 
and were "temporarily" discontin¬ 
ued on May 3, 1974. As a result, 
immigration has become a hodge¬ 
podge of hope, bluff, anxieties, 
misconceptions and unwritten poli¬ 
cies. Council has given Australia 
quite clear advice about what the 
law should be. It is bumbling ad¬ 
ministration that Australia is un¬ 
willing to exercise the existing law 
and incapable of enacting a new 
one. 

Economic management. To gov- 
em Norfolk competently, it is nec¬ 
essary to know how the Island's ec¬ 
onomy works - and no one really 
knows. The Administration does 
not even have a proper grip on its 
own planning: it expected a deficit 
of over $100, 000 in 1976/77, and 
to its surprise wound up with almost 
that big a surplus. Council's effort 
to secure the services of an eco¬ 
nomic adviser was called "unwar¬ 
ranted" by Australia, and blocked 
by the Administrator. This is ir¬ 
responsible government and it needs 
correction promptly. 

Public service . The public service 
has a particularly strong role to 
play on Norfolk - developing com¬ 
munity leaders, nurturing the Isl¬ 
and, being responsive to the pub¬ 
lic. There have been unfortunate 
pressures for Administration emp¬ 
loyees to regard themselves as die 
Administrator's private team, re¬ 
sponsible only to him and to Can¬ 
berra, somehow set apart from the 
rest of the Island. Much closer links 
need to be built between the public 
service and Council: links of infor¬ 
mation, and of collaboration in 
managing the Island for the great¬ 
est public benefit. 

The Commons . Over-stocked, 
over-grazed, commencing to erode, 
and infested with pests, the Com¬ 
mons is not serving the Island any¬ 
where near as well as it should, in 
the public interest. Clear remed¬ 
ies have been described by pastoral 


authorities in Australia. It will be 
hard to implement them because 
individuals* interests are at stake, 
but the longer it is put off the worse 
the situation wiU get. 

Tourism management. Norfolk 
tourism held up very well last year 
but big reductions in other interna¬ 
tional air fares are ahead, and the 
Island could suddenly be at a dis¬ 
advantage. Are our tourist facili¬ 
ties high enough in quality? Are the 
Island's prices getting out of line? 
Are the new package deals a good 
thing, in the long run? There is a 
serious need to monitor the industry 
and, if necessary, to police it. 

Island planning . The Admin tries 
its best, but is handicapped by the 
absence of proper laws. As in the 
case of immigration, "rules" are 
being enforced without ever hav¬ 
ing been enacted. Sensible legi¬ 
slation, reflecting the interests and 
wishes of the Island, is needed. 

Energy policy. Norfolk*s situa¬ 
tion in very different from Austra¬ 
lia's , and Australian rules of thumb 
are inapplicable here. We have * 
more generating capacity than is 
used; fuel oil and bottled gas are 
going to become ever more costly: 
and die Island may be a classic 
case of suitability for solar, wind 
or tidal energy use. A long-range 
Norfolk Island energy policy is 
needed. 

Taxation policy. Norfolk must 
continue supporting itself to sur¬ 
vive with self -respect. Problems 
like the ones mentioned here wiU 
require money. Residents say they 
are willing to pay necessary local 
taxes. What kind of taxes should 
they be? The question needs an¬ 
swering. 

• 

People in Canberra have no par¬ 
ticular reason to understand or to 
care about Norfolk. That is why, 
after 63 years in which they have 
had absolute control over the Isl¬ 
and, such basic problems are 
unattended to. 

The problems will never be 
solved until the people who under¬ 
stand diem and are affected by 
them are given the authority and 
encouragement to deal with them. 

It has been a waste of human ef¬ 
fort that so many people on Nor¬ 
folk lived in fear of Australia all 
through 1977. Let us pray we can 
put fear behind us and get to work 
on real problems in 1978. 

Norfolk is ready and willing if you 
are, Mr. Ellicott. 
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MO BASIC RECOMMENDATION HAS YET BEEN MADE TO CABINET ON NORFOLK'S FUTURE FORM OF GOVERNMENT. 
WHEN IT IS MADE, IT WILL COME FROM THE MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ISLAND. AND WE KNOW QUITE A 
LOT ABOUT THE NEW MAN WHO HOIDS 

Norfolk Island’s Fate in His Hands 


AUSTRALIA'S administering of Nor¬ 
folk was handed to a new Minister 
and a new Department on Decemb¬ 
er 20th, 

Hon. Robert J. Ellicott, 48, was 
sworn in as Minister for Home Affairs 
by the new Governor-General, Sir 
Zelman Cowen,. ,Mr* Ellicott also 
became Minister for the Capital 
Territory. 

Sen. R.G. Withers continues to be 
Minister for Administrative Services 
in die new Liberal - N.C. P. coali¬ 
tion cabinet, but he and his Depart¬ 
ment no longer have any direct role 
in Norfolk Island affairs. 

Beaming smiles and exclamations 
of delight spread over the Island as 
news of the change was passed along. 

First to learn of it was President of 
Committees Bill Blucher. Mr. John 
Haslem, who was returned as Member 
of the House of Representatives for 
Canberra by a narrow margin at the 
election December 10th, rang Cr. 
Blucher from Canberra Shortly after 
the Ministry had been decided on, 
on Monday evening the 19th. 

Cr. Blucher relayed the news to 
other members of Council that night 
at the Council's pre-Christmas dinner. 

Radio Australia broadcast the story 
the next morning on its 8am (Norfolk 
time) Australian news* As the broad¬ 
cast is not relayed over VL2NI, it 
was heard only by residents who 
happened to be listening to short 
wave. 

Word that "Withers is gone - Ellicott's 
the Minister now!" rippled over the 
Island as the day went on. The most 
common reaction seemed to be "What 
a Christmas present!" 

"Couldn't go past Bob 
Ellicott” — Blucher 

Cr. Blucher said If we must have 
a Minister, 1 couldn't go past Bob 
Ellicott." 

Cr. Greg Quintal said it was one 
of the best pieces of news he could 
imagine. 

The Island's reaction was partly one 
of relief that Norfolk had survived a 
year of hammering from Sen. Withers 
who consistently rubbished Island views 
and seemed determined to push 
through the recommendations of the 
Nimmo report regardless of what resi¬ 
dents wanted. 


But the reaction was also based on 
knowledge of Mr. Ellicott, who enters 
the office with a better-informed un¬ 
derstanding of Norfolk than any Minis¬ 
ter since Australia took up responsibil¬ 
ity for the Island's administration 63 
years ago. 

Norfolk's first-hand impressions of 
Mr. Ellicott were gained last June, 
when he accompanied Sen. Withers 
on a five-day visit here. 



HON. ROBERT J. ELLICOTT 

At a three-hour meeting on June 
7th, broadcast to the Island, the vis¬ 
itors heard Councillors talk about 
the main Nimmo report recommenda¬ 
tions and had a chance to question 
the Council and draw out more of 
its thinking. 

Sen. Withers asked about several 
points of fact, mostly related to the 
airport. But during the discussion 
most of his remarks were not ques¬ 
tions but interjections, often with a 
tongue-in-cheek tone. (Having 
heard Council's proposal that the 
Australian-appointed Administrator 
should handle only Commonwealth 
matters, and let Council deal with 
the Island's own problems, he said 
"I think I'll have to auction off the 
job!') 

Mr. Ellicott presented a totally 
different appearance. Gentle but 
serious, he probed into one subject 
after another, trying to get a clear 
understanding of local thinking. 

"How do you feel about being 
Australians?" he asked, and pursued 
the question. The subject is a diffi¬ 
cult one because it goes into sub¬ 
conscious feelings, developed from 
childhood, and the answers were var¬ 
ied. Cr. Greg Quintal said plainly 


that he was a Norfolk Islander, not 
an Australian; Cr. Roy Smith made 
it clear that Islanders had been loyal 
Australians in war times. 

Mr. Ellicott was concerned about 
the continuing use of Norfolk as a 
place where Australians might avoid 
stamp duties. He noted that the 
Island's revenues included $200, 000 
in company fees, and wanted to know 
whether this was because of stamp 
duty avoidance schemes. 

He talked about possible representa¬ 
tion of Norfolk in Parliament, saying 
that representation wasn't necessarily 
In conflict with the idea of self- 
government on the Island. He ob¬ 
served that it would be possible for 
Norfolk to be represented without 
becoming part of the Canberra elec¬ 
torate. 

He was interested in the nature of 
Norfolk's economy, and invited in¬ 
formation about how sound the econ¬ 
omy is within itself, as distinct from 
external factors such as tourism. 

He wanted to know how health 
services are "delivered" - what do 
people have to pay? - is there any 
free medicine? - how is the hospital 
financed? - who pays the doctor? 

Aust. laws? Perhaps 
"In special cases" 

He cross-questioned Cr. McIntyre 
about Council's wish that Australian 
laws shouM not automatically apply 
here. He seemed to understand Cr. 
McIntyre's point that the Berwick 
judgment in the High Court did not 
require the extension of all Austral¬ 
ian laws here, as Sir John Nimmo had 
implied. He observed that there 
might be reasons why the Common¬ 
wealth would feel obliged, "in spe¬ 
cial cases", to extend certain laws 
to Norfolk because of Australia's in¬ 
ternational obligations. 

Whether Australian laws should 
apply here automatically, he said, 
depended on whether there should 
be sane form of self-government on 
the Island, or none. 

He wanted to find out whether 
Council thought the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment should pay all the costs of 
the airport. 

He dug into another deep-buried 
question by asking about Pitcairn 
rights - were they something that 
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applied only to people of Pitcairn 
bloodline, or did they apply to the 
whole community living on Norfolk? 

was interested that both Cr. 
Quintal and Cr. Smith seemed to 
feel that once an outsider had been 
accepted into the community he or 
she became part of it in a full way. 
"They’re part of the community and 
I think they've accepted Norfolk 
Island as a distinct Island from Aust¬ 
ralia, " said Cr. Smith. "They've 
forgotten their way of life over there, 
they've moved into our way of life 
here and they're part of the Island. 

I just want to draw that point that 
a lot of Australians have always been 
living amongst us. " 

Mr. .Ellicott showed a serious con¬ 
cern about possible hardship on the 
Island. He asked Cr. Blucher, "An 
important thing in my mind would 
be whether the way in which you live, 
or which you are living, leaves a 
group of people deprived in any way 
and in need in any way. Are there 
substantial numbers of people on this 
Island who are in any way deprived, 
you know, in die sense of economi¬ 
cally and otherwise deprived?" 

Cr. Blucher said Sir John Nimmo 
had found no one deprived of necess¬ 
ities, but that didn't satisfy the 
Attorney-General. "What do you 
say, though?" he asked iCr. Blucher. 
"Pardon?" saidCr. Blucher. "What 
do you say?" asked Mr. Ellicott. 

"I would say, no there is not..." 
said Cr. Blucher. 

During the five-day visit Mr. 
Ellicott made it his business to 
learn as much as he could about 
the Island while Sen. Withers was 
being besieged with residents and 
delegations wanting to see him. 

Mr. Ellicott spent a good part of 
one day visiting people in their 
homes. He made arrangements be¬ 
forehand to see that they would not 
mind his calling in, but the calls 
were on his initiative. 

During his visit on the Island Mr. 
Ellicott became acquainted with 
several legal matters that were 
concerning individual residents. He 
undertook to look into these, and 
did just that after he had returned to 
the pressures of his work as Attorney- 
General. In the weeks after his re¬ 
turn to Australia he reported back 
to die Island on these matters, some 
of them in great detail. 

Mr. Elllcott's appointment as Min¬ 
ister was also welcomed because of 
his extensive background in Austral¬ 
ian Constitutional law, and because 
he has studied Norfolk's constitution¬ 
al position and found that it involves 
some important principles. 

In 1976 he and Mr. M.H. McLell- 


and, Q. C. were retained to study 
Norfolk's constitutional relationship 
with the Commonwealth, and pre¬ 
pared a formal legal opinion on it. 

The opinion was presented to the 
Royal Commission, but was not re¬ 
ferred to in the Commission's final 
report. (A long excerpt from this 
opinion was reprinted in the October, 
1977 issue of TTie News.) It said that 
it is clear that the Commonwealth 
should administer Norfolk for the bene¬ 
fit of Norfolk and its inhabitants, ra¬ 
ther than for the Commonwealth's 
benefit; and it said that a long-stand¬ 
ing constitutional convention provides 
that taxes levied on a colony should 
be used only for the colony's benefit. 

When the three-man Council dele¬ 
gation visited Canberra in October 
Mr. Ellicott talked with them at 
length. The Councillors asked him 
{•arttoifeer be had any objection to 
their making full use of the 1975 
legal opinion he and Mr. McLelland 
bad written. He said he had no ob¬ 
jection. 

If Mr. Ellicott felt that his 1975 
opinion might have been affected 
by events since then - the Berwick 
decision or the Royal Commission 
report, for example - he could quite 
easily have given the three Coun¬ 
cillors some note of caution. It 
could have been as mild a comment 
as, 'That was my opinion in 19,75 - 
whether events since then would al¬ 
ter my opinion, I couldn't say with¬ 
out studying it." But he apparently 
gave no such caution. If his 1975 
opinion is still fully valid, it would 
have immense consequences for his 
administering of Norfolk, and for 
recommendations that he will doubt¬ 
less have to make to the Government 
concerning the Nimmo report. 

Interest, helpfulness 

The Council delegation's talk with 
Mr. Ellicott was informal, personal 
and generally off-the-record. But 
all three delegates have said that 
Mr. Elllcott's attitude throughout 
the talk was one of interest and 
helpfulness, an d of trying to aid 
the Councillors in finding ways to 
achieve their aims. 

Perhaps even more significant 
for Norfolk is that Mr. Ellicott gave 
the clearest possible proof during, , . 
1977 that he believes that principles 
are more important than votes. 

As Attorney-General he was re¬ 
sponsible for recommending Govern¬ 
ment policies in the "Sankey” case, 
in which a N. S. W, solicitor had 
brought a law suit against Mr. Whit- 
lam and other Labor leaders concern¬ 
ing their conduct in the "Loans Affair". 
Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser, 
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apparently acting on a tradition that 
Governments should not prosecute 
their predecessors, is reported to have 
instructed the Attorney-General that 
the. matter should be wound up and 
permitted to fade away. 

Mr. Ellicott replied that such a de¬ 
cision was his to make, as the Gov¬ 
ernment's senior legal officer, and 
should not be imposed on him as a 
political matter. It was a question 
of principle, apd when the Prime 
Minister insisted, Mr. Ellicott resign¬ 
ed from his office. 

Mattcr «f principle 

He was widely praised in the press 
for his action. One of the most force¬ 
ful comments was from the acid- 
dipped pen of cartoonist Larry Picker* 
ing, who drew a scene of Mi. Elli¬ 
cott as a small dog, impounded, with 
a large bone labelled "principle". 

The Prime Minister is saying to him, 
"You can't bring principles into the 
house, boy. It doesn't hurt to bury 
them sometimes." The resigned 
Attorney-General answers in a small 
voice, "Hurts me. " 

The significance of this for Norfolk 
is that die Island's arguments against 
the Nimmo report have been entirely 
matters of principle - matters of what 
is fair, reasonable and decent. One 
of die biggest problems tsejEng Coun¬ 
cil in trying to win support for Nor¬ 
folk's case on the mainland has been 
that there are simply no votes in the 
issue, one way or another, for Aust¬ 
ralian Parliamentarians. And there 
is a simple, blunt fact of life that 
politicians generally must concentra¬ 
te on issues that will win or lose 
votes, and ignore other kinds of 
issues. 

Mr. Elllcott's interest to learn what 
Norfolk people really think, his com¬ 
petence as a constitutional lawyer, 
h^s 1975 legal opinion on Norfolk's 
constitutional status, his attention 
to the needs and worries of individu¬ 
als on the Island, his co-operation 
and encouragement to the Council 
delegation and his practical know¬ 
ledge of how the Attorney-General’s 
Department actually functions make 
his appointment as Minister good news 
for Norfolk. 

But most important of all is that be 
placed a matter of principle even 
above his own position. On Norfolk 
Island, which is fmrggling for the 
principle that the people of a colony 
should not have their rights and their 
, form of government radically changed 
without their consent, Mr. Ellicott'* 

► appointment suddenly made 1978 
look like a year of hope and prom¬ 
ise. 
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-YOU SHOULD HAVE BEEN HERE. " PEOPLE WILL SAY YEARS FROM NOW. IT WAS 

The Amazing Year of ’77 

AND THESE WERE 63 OF THE MAIN EVENTS THAT MADE NEWS ON THE ISLAND 


1977 WILL GO INTO the history 
books as one of the most eventful 
years Norfolk has had. 

Late in 1976 the Nimrao Royal 
Commission report had recommend¬ 
ed that the Island should become 
part of the Canberra electorate and 
be annexed into Australia. After 
121 years as a separate and distinct 
colony, Norfolk realised it might 
have to struggle to maintain its 
identity and its way of life. 

Actions spoke 
louder than words 

The struggle was mainly with 
the hierarchy of Norfolk’s Minister, 
its administering Department in 
Canberra, and its resident Adminis¬ 
trator. They insisted that no de¬ 
cisions had been made; but their 
actions clearly showed support for 
the Nimmo proposals. A small 
minority of residents also support¬ 
ed the proposals, asking for the 
immediate extension of Common¬ 
wealth social welfare benefits to 
people on the Island. 

The Administrator nudged Coun¬ 
cillors by observing that Canberra 
was a marginal electorate, and 
that by joining it Norfolk might 
have far more influence on Com¬ 
monwealth affairs than the Island's 
numbers would at first indicate. 

Poop pain yeap, 
good tourist yeap 

The Island's drought went into its 
third year. Bores that had been re¬ 
liable for years went dry, and cattle 
owners watched paddocks go short. 

Tourism continued to be the 
Island's economic mainstay, and 
held up well in spite of recession 
conditions in Australia and New 
Zealand. 

For people on the Island the great¬ 
est events, as always, were the hu¬ 
man ones - babies born, youngsters 
completing school, young people 
being married, and the inevitable 
pains of illness and deaths. 

But for future historians, and for 
residents reflecting on the public 
events of the year gone by, here 
were some of die main news stories 
of 1977. 


January, instead of being holiday 
time, was thick with Nimmo prob¬ 
lems - at least for the Island's Coun¬ 
cillors. 

No grave danger, 
Minister said 

The Minister, Sen. Withers, brush¬ 
ed aside Council's fear that the Nim¬ 
mo plans would seriously damage the 
Island. "I do not agree that there is 
a grave danger that Norfolk Island 
may be seriously damaged, M he 
cabled. 

The next day he had more to say. 
An inter-Departmental Committee, 
which had planned to visit the Island 
before making'up its mind about Nim¬ 
mo, would not be visiting after all. 
"The matter of a visit by officers of 
Taxation and Social Security, - said 
Sen. Withers, "with the objective of 
better informing residents concern¬ 
ing prospective entitlements will be 
separately considered." 

Councillors shocked 
but kept Mrking 

The Councillors were stunned. 

"I am surprised and rather shocked, " 
said Cr. Blucher. "I am deeply 
shocked, " said Cr. Ryves. "I am at 
a loss, " said Cr. McIntyre. "I am 
shocked at the Minister’s reply, " 
said Cr. Bennett. "I am deeply 
shocked and disappointed, " said 
Cr. Smith. "We are just wasting 
our time," said Cr. McKenzie, "they 
are not going to take the slightest bit 
of notice of what we say. " 

But they continued meeting, sev¬ 
eral times a week, to hammer out 
their views on the 72 Nimmo recom¬ 
mendations, which the Minister said 
he'd consider if he had them by Feb¬ 
ruary 17 th. 

Nino supporters 
were quick to nve 

Councillors also invited the public 
to present views, in person or in wri¬ 
ting. Several residents objected that 
more public meetings were not called. 

A petition expressing support in 
principle for the Nimmo report, and 
specifically asking for social welfare 
benefits, began circulating. 


Elsie Hickey 
was honoured 

Elsie Hickey was invested with the 
British Empire Medal, for services to 
the community. 

The number of tourists holidaying 
on the Island was close to 2, 000 - 
about 8% ahead of January, 1976. 

The Norfolk mouse 
roared In February 

February, for people overseas, was 
"the monm the Norfolk mouse roared. " 

The Council completed its broad 
comments on the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions a week ahead of schedule, and 
sent a 100-odd page report to the Minis- * 
ter. 

Councillors also asked urgently for 
a referendum to be held, to determine 
how Norfolk residents really felt about 
being integrated into Australia. The 
Department had pooh-poohed the idea 
in December, but Sen. Withers him¬ 
self hadn't commented. Council 
begged him for an answer, in time 
for their February meeting - - but no 
answer came. On meeting day, Feb¬ 
ruary 9th, the Administrator did his 
best to reach Sen. Withers, who was 
in Western Australia. He couldn't. 

U.N. appeal aade 
headlines overseas 

The eight elected Councillors, dis¬ 
tressed at having no reply and fearing 
that Parliament might swallow up Nor¬ 
folk early after re-convening in Feb¬ 
ruary, stepped outside their Council 
roles and wrote to the United Nations 
as individual residents. They des¬ 
cribed their fears, and asked the U. N. 
for protection against being integrated 
into Australia without a referendum. 

The appeal made front-page head¬ 
lines in newspapers around Australia, 
and echoed in the press, radio and TV 
in other countries. Would the U. N. 
act on the appeal? What were Nor¬ 
folk's rights? No one was quite sure - 
but the great momentum that seem¬ 
ed to be rolling the Nimmo report 
forward was suddenly halted, at least 
for the moment. 

Believing that Sen. Withers had 
not been able to give serious person¬ 
nel attention to either the Nimrao re- 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / January 1978 


6 








port or the Island’s fears about it. 
Council quickly tried to arrange a 
meeting with him. They cabled 
that they were convinced the ’'im¬ 
passe is the result of nothing more 
than poor com muni cations and mis¬ 
understandings, ” and said they be¬ 
lieved "face-to-face discussions with 
you can quickly set these right. ” 

Remembering Sen. Withers* sen¬ 
sible and tolerant manner when he 
had visited the Island in March, 1976 - 
’T don’t like people interfering with 
me, " he said, "and I don’t see why 
I should interfere with them” - Coun¬ 
cillors felt the Minister’s personal 
touch could promptly get things back 
on an even keel. 

How wrong 
can you be? 

They were wrong. The Minister 
replied "I do not consider that com¬ 
munications between us are at fault 
or that any misunderstandings have 
arisen." He said he didn’t want a 
delegation to visit bLm a and that he 
would come to Norfolk when he could. 

Council cabled back. "We live 
here, and are sure you misunderstand, " 
they said. 

That evening in the Senate, Sen. 
Withers announced that he had re¬ 
ceived a petition signed by 188 resi¬ 
dents asking that the Government 
accept in principle the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Royal Commission. 

And the next day he replied to Coun¬ 
cil’s cable. T would be grateful if 
these continual communications could 
cease, " he said. 

Goodbye Qantas, 
hello East-West 

At the end of February Norfolk said 
goodbye to the DC4 airplanes that 
had served the Island for so long. The 
"Pacific Trader" was 33 years old, 
and the "Norfolk Trader" was 29. 

Qantas had been complaining of the 
losses involved in operating them to 
Norfolk, and had no suitable replace¬ 
ment aircraft. 

East-West Airlines was approved to 
take over the run to and from Sydney 
using F-27s. The understanding was 
that East-West would select a more 
suitable aircraft by March, 1978, and 
would replace the F-27s by March, 

1979. 

There was talk about trying to keep 
one of die old DC4s at Norfolk, build¬ 
ing it onto the terminal building and 
making it into a historic aviation 
lounge. The notion proved impracti¬ 
cal, but Qantas did leave behind a 
handsomely mounted cylinder from 
the DC4s as a well plaque. 


Sen. Withers told the Senate that 
he expected Norfolk’s future form of 
administration to be settled by June 
30th. 

Kangaroo hops onto 
coat-of-arns sketch 

March g ave Norfolk its first look at 
a sketch for a new coat of arms for 
the Island, designed in England from 
suggestions that had been forwarded 
in 1974 by previous Administrator 
E. T. Pickerd. It was colourful and 
complicated. As compared with the 
"great seal” of Norfolk Island one of 
the main symbolic changes was that 
the British lion and unicorn had gone, 
and were replaced with an all-purpose 
lion (representing England, New South 
Wales and Tasmania) and a kangaroo. 
Council debated, several residents 
proposed alternative ideas, and the 
general feeling seemed to be that it 
was pretty but needed more thought. 

Over 80 old boabs 
carted to the tip 

The Administrator initiated a com¬ 
munity service that could well be¬ 
come an annual fixture: prior to auto¬ 
mobile registration time, the Works 
Department collected, without charge, 
all abandoned old cars that people 
wanted to get rid of. More than 80 
old bombs ended up in the tip at Point 
Hunter, leaving Norfolk amazingly 
tidier. 

What If the Pitcairn¬ 
ers were right? 

The News in March put forward a 
new theory about the Pitcairners’ 
rights to Norfolk. Based only on a 
few scattered facts, the theory was 
that perhaps there had been a definite 
agreement between England and the 
Pitcairners - a "parol contract" based 
on word-of-mouth, rather than on a 
single, written agreement. A parol 
contract can be every bit as binding 
as a written one, but its exact terms 
have to be deduced from the various 
actions and statements of the people 
involved, rather than being contained 
in an imaginary "missing document" 
that the Islanders had been searching 
for ever since 1856. The Administra¬ 
tor declined to answer specific ques¬ 
tions about the theory, but rubbished 
it at the March Council meeting. 

Many residents, and students of his¬ 
tory in Australia and New Zealand, 
thought there mi$it be something to 
the iheory, Copies of historical docu¬ 
ments, maps and old letters began 
pouring into the News office. The 
pieces began fitting together, like a 


great jig-saw puzzle. 

And It turned out 
they joes right 

April’s News announced the result; 
the pieces did all fit together. The en¬ 
tire issue was given over to a long art¬ 
icle showing how the Pitcairners had 
accepted a plan that the British Gov¬ 
ernment had worked out in great de¬ 
tail, Norfolk was to belong to them, 
lock, stock and barrel; they were to 
continue being self-governing, as a 
newly-formed Crown Colony, with the 
Governors of New South Wales serv¬ 
ing only as a link between them 
and the Queen. 

The article analysed the main 
occasions when the Pitcairners' 
rights had been disputed and re¬ 
jected over the years. They all 
turned out to have been built on 
errors of fact. In particular the 
articles analysed the pages of the 
Royal Commission report in which 
the historical rights of the Pitcairn¬ 
ers were brushed aside as having no 
foundation whatever. The Com - 
mission's findings, said the News 
article, "are built on one glaring 
flaw after another... they are monu¬ 
mentally mistaken." 

"This Day Tonight" 
featured the Island 

A TV film crew, shooing scenes 
for the nation-wide "This Day To¬ 
night" show in Australia, captured 
much of Norfolk’s beauty, and dealt 
sympathetically with the Island's 
effort to hold onto its way of life and 
avoid being annexed into the Com¬ 
monwealth. The show also made a 
point of the new discoveries about 
the Pitcairners* historical rights - 
as had the press in Australia. 

Sen. Withers was asked about the 
discoveries in the Senate. He scoffed 
at them, saying that the documents 
had been in official files all along. 

"One wonders about what appears 
to be a carefully Orchestrated cam¬ 
paign to whip up concern about the 
Nimmo report, " he said. 

Visit planned by San. 
Withers - & friend 

In May it was announced that Sen. 
Withers and the Attorney-General, 

Mr. R.J. Ellicott, would visit Nor¬ 
folk in June. 

Norfolk Island Airlines ordered a 
second Beech King Air aircraft to 
allow the line to handle growing 
traffic between Brisbane and Nor¬ 
folk - and hopefully to allow some 
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new routes, possibly linking Norfolk 
with New Caledonia, 

Air controllers at Australia’s afc- 
ports went on strike for a week, 
throwing East-West’s flights into con¬ 
fusion. Service from Sydney was 
restored early, with East-West pilots 
flying voluntarily as a service to the 
Island. 

What do the people 
really want? 

A group of about 24 Pitcairn de¬ 
scendants, concerned to find out 
definitely how Norfolk residents felt 
about the Nimmo report, tried to con¬ 
tact every elector and asked for solemn 
declarations of preference. About 80 
people declined to sign declarations, 
but more than two-thirds of the elec¬ 
tors did sign. The result was over¬ 
whelmingly one-sided. Of those sign¬ 
ing, 94% opposed the Nimmo proposals, 
and only 6% favoured them. Among 
people of Pitcairn descent the tally 
was 90% against Nimmo and 10% for. 

So1e*t declarations 
were taming-point 

The solemn declarations were a 
turning-point in Island attitudes to¬ 
ward a future form of government. 
Residents suddenly realised that al¬ 
most everyone felt the same way, 
and that only a tiny minority were 
pushing for integration into Aust¬ 
ralia. 

The pco-Nimmo group from then 
on changed its tune. It had been 
arguing that the real Norfolk way of 
life had been ruined, that M all the 
little people" wanted and needed to 
get onto the Commonwealth bene¬ 
fits system, and that Norfolk was 
tom by class warfare, with sinister 
millionaires on one side and the ex¬ 
ploited workers of the world on the 
other side. Once the solemn declara¬ 
tions had shown what the facts really 
were, that line collapsed. In tradi¬ 
tional Norfolk nick-naming fashion, 
the little shop where the Nimmo 
supporters regularly met came to be 
known as "Red Square". 

John Haslet, MR, 
spoke up In Pari't 

John Haslem, the member of the 
House of Representatives for Can¬ 
berra, spoke up for die Island in 
Parliament. He had visited Norfolk 
on a holiday earlier in the year, 
and had concluded that the Aust¬ 
ralian system would be bad for the 
Island. ("Unemployment compensa¬ 
tion would wreck this place in six 
months, " he said at the end of his 
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visit.) He told the House that per¬ 
sonally he would be happy to have 
Norfolk be part of his electorate, 
but from the Island's point of view 
he thought it would be a mistake 
and that the Island's existing systems 
should be preserved. 

June brought the Minister and the 
Attorney-General to Norfolk in time 
for the Anniversary Day picnic at 
Kingston. 

Shortly after arriving at the airport, 
the official visitors met with Council 
for several hours, and heard Councill¬ 
ors talk about their attitudes toward 
the dozen or so most important Nimmo 
recommendations. 

"utterly valueless," 
said the Minister 

At the meeting President of Com¬ 
mittees Bill Blucher presented the 
Minister with the stack of solemn 
declarations that had been gathered 
the previous month. Cr. Blucher 
said he regarded them as the most 
reliable indication that was available 
of the real feelings of residents. Sen. 
Withers said he wasn’t quite sure how 
much weight he should give them, 
but he accepted them. 

A couple of days later he had de¬ 
cided how much weight to put on 
them: none. "... totally, utterly 
and completely valueless," he said 
in a recorded interview. His reaction 
was considered newsworthy enough in 
Australia so that the ABC gave it a . 
featured place in news broadcasts 
that night and the next morning, 
and the Island heard about it on 
the morning relay. 

There were no further discussions 
with Council. "If I spent another 
seven days with Council I would 
learn nothing new, " he had told 
the interviewer. 

Cr. Blucher asked to *have the 
declarations returned, as the Minis¬ 
ter thought they were valueless. 

Sen. Withers handed them back to 
him outside the airport terminal, 
just before leaving Norfolk on Sun¬ 
day June 12th. He said he would 
reach a decision on the Nimmo re¬ 
port and make his recommendation 
to the Government at the earliest 
opportunity. 

Scotty Neagle 
was honoured 

An Island resident was again hon¬ 
oured in June, Scotty Neagle being 
awarded the British Empire Medal 
for services to the community. 

On June 30 the Island’s financial 
year ended. An indifferent result 
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had been expected. The final fig¬ 
ures took several months to be com¬ 
piled, but when they were they con¬ 
tained a pleasant surprise: there was 
a $94, 000 surplus for the year, bring¬ 
ing Norfolk’s surplus funds from past 
years up to $504, 000, invested and 
earning interest. 

Publicity brought 
a quick response 

July found Norfolk back in the head¬ 
lines again, briefly* It was reported 
that the Administrator had not paid 
customs duty on a new Mercedes he 
bad imported, and that he had pri¬ 
vately accepted a 40% discount in 
freight charges for the car. Within 
hours after-die report was published 
in Canberra, he had paid the duty, 
and several days later announced to 
Council that he had begun a very 
thorough investigation into the ad¬ 
ministration of the Customs Ordin¬ 
ance. A flurry of letters went out 
to residents who had imported cars 
over the years, to make sure no one 
had underpaid customs duty. The 
circumstances of the affair left some 
big question-marks. Two investiga¬ 
tors from Canberra appeared on the 
Island a couple of months later to in¬ 
quire into the situation. They were 
to report to the Minister, but ques¬ 
tions worrying people on the Island 
were still unanswered as 1977 ended. 

Reds won football; 
nseoa open at last 

August wound up-Norfolk's football 
season, with the Reds winning the 
Dickett’s Shield for the year. 

Charges for electricity went up 
again, to 17c a killowatt hour. 

The Norfolk Island Museum open¬ 
ed at last, after many years of talk. 
The opening exhibits were attractive¬ 
ly presented. The trustees said they 
hoped that many additional histori¬ 
cal relics would begin appearing 
from old trunks and private collec¬ 
tions now that a public museum had 
been correctly established. 

A retired Director-General of the 
South Pacific Commission, Mr. W. 
Forsyth, told a Senate committee 
hearing that farcing Norfolk to in¬ 
tegrate into Australia without the 
consent of the Islanders could well 
be labelled "genocide". 

But in the Senate, Sen. .Withers 
kept the pressure on. He lashed at 
"certain people on Norfolk Island who 
I believe for their own selfish personal 
and financial interests are totally 
opposed to the implementation of the 
Nimmo report,... 
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“I hope before the year is out the 
Government will be able to announce 
a positive decision over a whole range 
of these matters, " he said. 

Students and teachers 
got very high narks 

Dr, John Vaughan, recently appoint¬ 
ed assistant Director-General of Edu¬ 
cation in N. S, W., visited Norfolk 
for the first time. He said ’‘Norfolk" 
could be taught as a language at the 
school if the headmaster thought it 
was appropriate, but observed that it 
is difficult to devise courses for a 
language that is unwritten and has 
no literature. He said the perform¬ 
ance of both teachers and students at 
the school appeared to him to be as 
good as the best in N. S. W. 

Another try at seeing 
the Minister 

By September the Councillors con¬ 
cluded that Norfolk was so deeply 
concerned by the Minister's attitude 
that they had no choice but to try 
once more to see him and talk with 
him. They asked if he would re¬ 
ceive a delegation in Canberra. 

Sen. Withers said he saw no use¬ 
ful purpose in "further discussion". 

The Council said there had not been 
any real discussion at all, and laid 
plans to go to Canberra, hoping die 
Minister would see diem once they 
actually arrived. 

In preparing for the visit, the 
three-man delegation met day after 
day, crystalising their thoughts and 
setting out die facts of Norfolk’s situ¬ 
ation in brief data sheets. They also 
made arrangements to get professional 
assistance from an Australian consult¬ 
ing firm that could guide them through 
the bureaucratic labyrinth in Canberra, 
and advise them how to get their mess¬ 
age through most effectively. 

Descendants 1 Society 
a growing force 

The Society of the Descendants of 
the Pitcairn Settlers meanwhile had 
attracted an increasingly large mem¬ 
bership as Islanders realised that the 
Nimmo recommendations could mean 
the end of Norfolk as the special home¬ 
land of the Pitcairn race. (People of 
Pitcairn descent have always had an 
automatic right to settle on Norfolk, 
even though they and their families 
may have lived away from the Island 
for many years. Everyone else is 
subjected to rigorous immigration 
controls, which in recent years have 
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barred any new permanent migrant 
permits. The Nimmo report says 
there should be no more racial dis¬ 
tinctions on the Island, and that the 
Pitcairn descendants' special right 
of entry should be terminated.) 

The Society fully supported the 
Council's stand, and set out to get 
contributions to pay the delegation's 
expenses in going to Canberra. With¬ 
in a couple of days they had raised 
the required $5, 000 or so. 

Withers 1 door shut 
but others open 

October saw the delegation in Can¬ 
berra, determined to do their best to 
put the Island's position. 

Sen. Withers refused to see them, 
and his Department refused to ack¬ 
nowledge that the delegation had any 
standing, other than being three Nor¬ 
folk Island residents on a visit to the 
capital. The Council, said the De¬ 
partment, exists to advise the Admin¬ 
istrator; if you have advice, give it 
to him, because he is the one we 
speak with. 

The delegation spent its time talk¬ 
ing with other Departments, other 
parliamentarians, and opinion leaders 
in Canberra and Sydney. They real¬ 
ized for the first time how poorly in¬ 
formed Australians are about Norfolk. 
Many of the people they talked to 
were surprised to find that the Island 
is largely self-supporting, does not 
receive Australian welfare benefits 
and would .rather provide its own, and 
is a separate colony that Australia ad¬ 
ministers, but that has never been 
ceded to Australia. 

The delegation realised for the 
first time that most of the day-to-day 
decisions Australia makes in administer¬ 
ing Norfolk's affairs in Canberra are 
made by a Department officer who 
has spent just one day on Norfolk. 

Press coverage of die delegation's 
visit was extensive. It culminated 
in a lengthy Canberra Times editor¬ 
ial that said the Council's severe ob¬ 
jections to the Nimmo report seemed 
well-founded, and that a referendum 
should be held on the Island before 
any serious changes were made in the 
way Norfolk is governed. j 

A&H Show for 1977 was 
particular success 

While the three Councillors were 
battling for the Island in the Australian 
capital, a great percentage of residents 
were getting ready for die annual A&H 
Show. It was a particular success in 
1977. Bernie Christian-Bailey's Jersey 
bull won the prize as Grand Champion 

January 1978 


Animal. Mrs. G. Beveridge won the 
Points Champion. Jim Anderson was 
honoured for the Best Exhibit in the 
hall. 

Potts finally Aditnl- 
strator- on Cocos 

Potts Buffett, who had resigned as 
Deputy Administrator in 1976, was 
asked by Sen. Withers if he would 
accept an appointment Adminis¬ 
trator of the Cocos Islands, one of 
Australia's two other external terri¬ 
tories. Potts accepted. 

The Island's new pre-school centre, 
built through the hard-working efforts 
of the Wives and Mothers* Club and 
with the aid of funds raised by Rotary 
and others, was completed. 

Election on * Him 
postponed again 

November settled speculation about 
whether there would be an early elec¬ 
tion in Australia. It was called for 
December 9th. Parliamentarians be¬ 
gan rushing through legislation that was 
essential before they broke up to go 
electioneering, but there was no sign 
of action to implement the Nimmo 
report. Sen. Withers announced 
that there would be no major policy 
decisions made on the report until 
1978. 

The Department had told Council 
back in December, 1976, that there 
wasn't time to make an economic 
study of how die Nimmo proposals 
might affect the Island's tourist in¬ 
dustry, because it would delay con* 
sideration of the report. A year later 
Norfolk was still alive as a separate 
colony. 

With ship rates up, 
a new line enters 

C.C. C., the New Caledonian shipp¬ 
ing line that provided Norfolk's only 
sea links with Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, announced that changed condi* 
tions made a big rate increase necell- 
ary. They announced a 36^ rise, to 
$101 a tonne, for cargo from Sydney. 

In response, the Administrator and 
the Department went to work to see if 
a less costly alternative could be 
found. Pacific Navigation, largely 
owned by the kingdom of Tonga, said 
it could have the "Kalia" make regu¬ 
lar calls at Norfolk on her way from 
Sydney and Brisbane to Tonga and 
other ports to the east. They said 
they would try it for six months, at 
$85 a tonne. 

Somewhere in the discussions the 
Administrator said the Administration 







might be willing to be the agent for 
PacNav. As quick as you could say 
"Bob’s your uncle, " PacNav signed 
the Administrator up. There were mix¬ 
ed views of Councillors as to whether 
this was a good idea or a bad idea, 
but the majority approved it. 

C.C.C. protested about unfair com¬ 
petition, but said it would cancel its 
increase and meet the $85 rate. 

A great heritage, all 
right, but whose? 

Two members of Australia’s Nation¬ 
al Heritage Commission visited die 
Island and talked with Council. An¬ 
other Commissioner had visited earl¬ 
ier in the year. Norfolk had received 
little attention in massive 1974 report 
of the Committee of Inquiry into the 
National Estate - only some 12 lines 
in a 400-page document - but the 
Commission now seemed to feel that 
all of Norfolk should be proclaimed 
as Australia’s heritage. Councillors 
appreciated Australia’s help in pre¬ 
serving the Island's history, but saw 
this as a side-door method of tak¬ 
ing die Island over in the name of 
.lofty ideals, and voted unanimously 
against it. As usual their vote was 
purely advisory, and may have no 
effect at all on the eventual outcome. 


NORFOLK’S TOURIST INDUSTRY re¬ 
corded a healthy year in 1977, with 
about 19,250 visitors coming to the 
Island. 

That was an increase of 1.3$ over 
die 1976 total, and was within 1.5^ 
of the record year of 1975, when 
there were 19,538 visitors. 

Final figures won’t be available 
for a few days, but on about De¬ 
cember 27th the total number of 
visitors reached the 1976 level of 
19, 006 people. < 

Pam Matthews of the Tourist 
Bureau reported on Friday the 30th 
that the count through the previous 
day was 19,104. 

Arrivals on the final two days of 
the year were expected to bring the 
total for the year to about 19,250. 

The steady inflow of tourists, at 
a level which the Island can accom¬ 
modate comfortably without being 
over-run and losing its attractive¬ 
ness, was good news. 

There were at least four reasons 
why tourism might have dropped 
during the year. 

Qantas DC-4s were replaced in 
March by East-West F-27s, with 


Council starts on 
a constitution 

Council also set up a Constitutional 
Committee to begin drafting a con¬ 
stitution for .the Island. The thinking 
was that the Australian Government 
seemed unlikely to take the initiative, 
and so Norfolk should. The draft is 
to be discussed by Council in the new 
year, submitted to a prominent con¬ 
stitutional law authority for comment 
and assistance, and if possible put to 
a referendum vote once it is in sound 
form. The first draft is to be based 
on the broad principles Council work¬ 
ed out in its "discussion plan for demo¬ 
cratic government on Norfolk Island, " 
which was presented to Sen. Withers 
in June and then disappeared into the 
fog in Canberra. 

Australian election 
-Labor In disarray 

The December election in Australia 
indicated plainly that the majority of 
Australians were fed up with strikes 
and left-wing ideas. The "experts" 
thought die Fraser Government's im¬ 
mense majority would be much re¬ 
duced, and that Labor might even 
win. But the voters thumped Labor 


only 36 passenger seats compared 
to the DC-4s* 64 seats. East-West 
was able to offset the difference by 
flying more frequently. 

East-West also put a peak-season 
loading on fares from Sydney. This 
seems to have reduced Christmas¬ 
time travel from Australia, but the 
Tourist Bureau was able to book 
additional New Zealanders into 
available accommodation. 

The economic slump overseas 
continued in Australia and worsen¬ 
ed in New Zealand. 

And in May Australian air traffic 
controllers went on strike, disrupt¬ 
ing all air traffic and forcing an 
estimated 250 Australians to cancel 
trips to Norfolk, 

Norfolk Island Airlines played an 
essential role in putting the tourist 
total ahead of 1976, It brought 
2,161 visitors from Brisbane (up 
through December 29th) as com¬ 
pared with 1, 502 in all of 1976. 

The ratio of Australian and New 
Zealand visitors remained almost 
the same - 647? of those arriving 
on scheduled aircraft, as com¬ 
pared with 637c in 1976. 


so badly that Gough Whitlam retired 
as head of the party, and the new 
leader. Bill Hayden, immediately 
started re-building die party's ob¬ 
jectives to get away from big-gov¬ 
ernment, big-spending, welfare- 
state ideas and get back to what the 
great majority of people clearly pre¬ 
ferred. 

Sen. Withers rides 
Into the sunset 

Norfolk's most surprising news 
event of the year came the week just 
before Christmas: in the new Fraser 
Government Ministry, Hon. R.J. 
Ellicott returned and became the 
new Minister responsible for exter¬ 
nal territories including Norfolk. 

A new Department, Home Affairs, 
was created. After two years under 
Sen. Withers and the Department of 
Administrative Services, Norfolk 
suddenly found itself in fresh, new 
circumstances. 

Biggest news story 

The biggest story of the year, ac¬ 
cording to an opinion sample made 
on December 31st, was the discov¬ 
ery, through solemn declarations 
signed by most residents, that over 
two-thirds of Norfolk electors want 
the Island to retain its own distinct 
system of laws, benefits and taxes, 
and oppose the Nimmo recommend¬ 
ations. 

The opinion sample included 41 
persons who were asked to rank the 
top five Norfolk news events, se¬ 
lecting from a list of 15. Out of a 
maximum possible point score of 
205, the "solemn declarations" 
story received 111 points in the vo¬ 
ting. 

Mr. Ellicott's appointment as the 
new Minister for Norfolk was rank¬ 
ed second most important, with 92 
points. 

The Councillors’ appeal to the 
United Nations in February placed 
third in the scoring, gaining *77 
points. 

Fourth place went to the discov¬ 
ery that the Pitcairn settlers* rights 
to Norfolk Island could be demon¬ 
strated with 11 historic documents. 
That story was given 75 points. 

Trailing behind were the Coun¬ 
cil's plan for democratic govern¬ 
ment (49 points); the Canberra 
Times editorial (43); the Council 
delegation to Canberra (42); the 
simple fact that Norfolk got through 
1977 without being swallowed up 
(30); and Sen. Withers statement 
that the solemn declarations were 
"utterly valueless" (20). 


Tourist total up slightly in ’77 
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‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 
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Come taste nice free samples 



ISLAJNT) 

HAND- 

BOCK 


Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map • open & closing times 




From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia -- 
Tahitian fish.. .fish in coconut milk... banana, pumpkin and kumera 
pilhi... taro... fresh green beans.. . com on the cob.. .baked 
pumpkin and kumera...roast pork in lemon juice.. .Island- 
style pot roast. .. baked chicken... guava, banana and 
passionfruit pies — as well as other fav¬ 
orite, familiar dishes if you prefer... 
prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food -- in a 
restaurant with a beautiful view 
across the valley to Mt. Pitt 


FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK^STYLE MEAL AT 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 

NORFOLK'S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 



Open six nights a week. Dinner is $6 and includes 
entree, choice of a steak, veal or fish, and 
“ choice of sweets. On Friday dinner is $8 
and is the famous Island Baked Dinner. 

: Not open Thursday, when Rotary meets her c~~ 


JUST A MINUTE'S WALK 
UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
FROM THE POST OFFICE 

WE CAN CHOOSE AND PREPARE OUR 
FOOD BETTER IF YOU WILL PLEASE MAKE 
A RESERVATION BY 4. 30 - RING 2185 










































































RQUDS 

(Norfolk Island) Limited 


PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

TISSOT watches 
LAN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 

RQUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 




ALL 


RQUDS 


DIAMOND ■ RUBY- SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 



RQUDS 



SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 


SHOP AT 


RQUDS 








PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor’* road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 
Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE; 8-11.30 and 12.15-4 
Mondays through Thursday, but on 
Fridays everything happens one hour 
later: open at 9, lunch from 12.30- 
1.15, then open until 5. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4.68 for 
*3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
FrT* 9am -2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 5# a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am- 
12.00 and 12.45-4pm Mon-Fri. Bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS; a At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN ;8-12 and 12,46-4ptn Moo-fri. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-12 & 12.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: ~ 
generally 9am-12.30, and 2pm-6.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are doled. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Tradings 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Bums Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8*3flpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. ; Bumt Pine office 
open 9^5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS: There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-0pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at die western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5,30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-1.30pm Sat, 9-B 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you’re out of luck. 



SOFT LIGHTS' 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 
ENJOYABLE 
ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN, 
NORFOLK’S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT, 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



A LA CARTE* 
MENU -- AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
YOUR EVENING 
; "ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY” WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
MEMORABLE. 



OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 
























SAME-OAY NEWSPAPERS 
late In the day Wed 
-Thurs-Frl-Sat-Sun 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 


STATIONERS 

at the 


TRADING 

POST 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+A bc +a bc + a bc + abc + abc + abc + a 

^ A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 



ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+AB 



Point'll Shoot. 
Only by Vivitar. 


MILTONS 


NORFOLK'S COMPLETE 
DUTY FREE CENTRE 


From the beginning, the Vivitar name has been a 
mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you'll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Pofnt'n Shoot camera. ? .. < ., : -s . 


FROM $39.95 


OaBC + A BC + A BC + ABC + ABC + A BC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC+tj 










© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO , 



Here are a. few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 



^TRADING post 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

fUMTU 7 niVQ 7 Qfi Q (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

(jVXN I Unit) f *011 ofl XO w pi only from 9 am to 7 pm — sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and * heat-n-serve* items 
...soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries.. • ice cream. •. imported cheeses. •»lollipops.. • magazines. .. batteries., * 
cigarettes.. • wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery...greeting can. •.bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items* *. novelties.. * mainland newspapers;... tinopeners... candles... first aid requirements. • . olives, pickles, nuts and con* 
diments. • * picnic supplies. •. games. • • artists' requisites.. • gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 






The World’s Premier 


Electronic SLR 



The whole concept of an SLR camera will 
never be the same. With the debut of the 
Canon AE-1, a new chapter in the history 
of the single lens reflex camera has been 
written. 

For the first time in the world, camera 
functions are under the command of a 
Central Processing Unit (CPU). Applica¬ 
tion of electronics for automation of 
controls has attained such a high tech¬ 
nological development as had never been 
dreamt of. Electronics are used not only 
for determining the exposure, but also 
for automatic control of practically every 
working part. 

Furthermore, completely automatically 
controlled operation has become a reality 
with the various accessories that make the 
AE-t the world's foremost system 
camera. These are features totally 
unprecedented in the history of SLR 
cameras. For example, the Power Winder 
A can be quickly attached for power- 
driven, automatic film winding at a pace 
of two frames per second to handle 
any action situation, no matter how fast 
the movement. The automatic exposure 
CPU-controlled Speedlite 155A, the first 
of its kind in the^World, requires but an 
instant to mount it on the camera, 
extending the automatic functions of the 
camera all the way into the twilight. 

The high-quality performance that the 
compact AE-1 delivers has actually 
changed the way of shooting with an 
SLR, from a fixed standing position to 
an active pursuit of the subject. From a 
static approach to true involvement 
with the moving subject. We call this new 
way of shooting "rapid-fire" shooting. 
And it will undoubtedly be recognized 
as the only real way in the future. The 
AE-1 has revolutionized conventional 
photography. It has taken the lead by 
setting the newest trends in SLRs. 


MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 







SANSUI 


This tradition of creative engineering in 
audio is one that we at Sansui are proud of, 
and try to maintain at all costs. In the matter 
of costs, however, it is in your interests as 
well as in ours that much of the original audio 
research done at Sansui these days is divided 
between improving audio and electronic 
technology on the one hand while reducing t 
costs and expenses-and ultimately the price 



ALL-SOURCE 4-CHANNEL RECEIVERS 

With Type*A QS Vario-Matrix and CD-4 


SANSUI HIGH FIDELITY HEADPHONES 

Starao and 4-Channal Listening Pleasure 


SANSUI SOURCE COMPONENTS 

High Fidelity Stereo Cassette Decks with Dolby 

SANSUI’S SPEAKER SYSTEMS 
Extra-Large Woofers for Dynamic Realism 


TOP QUALITY INTEGRATED STEREO AMPS & TUNER 

Creatively Engineered Components for Professionals 


SANSUI’S FINEST STEREO EQUIPMENT 

BA/CA Power, Preamplifier and Integrated Amplifier. 


ScltzsujL 


JUST LISTEN TO IT! - AT 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 






AGFA-GEVAERT 


SUN 


■Church services 
■Film, sm’b*d(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 


The 


Norfolk Island 


MON 


2 PUBLIC 
HOLIDAY 
■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
•Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


TUE 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din. (G) 


WED 

4 


■Film. sm'b’d(VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (M1 >4.30) 


8 


■Church services 
■Film, sm*b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


10 


■ Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
•C’dants Din (G) 




■Film, sm’b’d (VV) 
•Film (Pds) 

■Open nigjht (Nik) 
■Museum open (M1 -4,30) 
■Norfolk Island Council 
meeting (A 2.00) 


5 


■Church services 
■Film, $m’b*d(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Museum open (M l -4.30) 


16 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


17 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 




18 


■Film, sm’b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 


■Church service* 

■Film, sm’b’d(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Museum open (M l -4.30). 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
.■Film (MRT8. 00) 


24 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


■Film, sm’b’d (VV) 
•Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) v 
■Museum open(Ml-4.30) 


I Church services 
■Film, sm'b’d (VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


30 


PUBLIC . 
HOLIDAY 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


31 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 




a great name in photography 


CALENDAR 

WIND ROSE 


THUR 

5 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


12 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 

6 

■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


13 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 


■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


14 


■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8.00) 
■Open nigjht (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind, 



LOCATIONS 


19 

■Housie (LC). 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


20 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


21 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
•■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 



■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


-‘ HISTORIC JANUARY EVENTS FROM NORFOLK ISLAND'S PAST- 

January 8, 1789 - The first child bom on Norfolk. He was the son of Philip Gidley 
&ng, the commandant, and convict Ann lnett. He was named Norfolk King. 

January 12, 1790 - The "Bounty”arrived at Pitcairn’s Island, “after, the mutiny. 

January 15, 1897 - An Order-in-Council gave the Governor of NSW full power over 
Norf oIk, after 46 years in which his power had been nominal, with Norfolk self-governing. 
January 17, 1859 - Two families, of 16 Pitcairn settlers, dissatisfied with Norfolk, 
arrived back at Pitcairn Island and re-settled it on their own. 

August 23, 1790 - The "Bounty" was set afire and burned at Pitcairn. 


A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon’s Water 
VV -Valley View Rest'r’t 
YC -Youth Centre 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 
ON NORFOLK ARE 


CAMERALINES 




























Minolta 



Minolta’s latest 35mm SLR. Automatic exposure control, with 
focal plane shutter. Stepless electronically controlled automatic 
shutter speeds, or control it manually if you wish. The creative 
control viewfinder permits the photographer to concentrate on 
his subject. Minolta bayonet mounts fit all Rokkor lenses, and 
of course, there’s the range of Minolta SLR accessories too. 


Minolta XL660 Sound 



One model from the new range of Minolta 
movies. These shoot under low light 
conditions and have quite re¬ 
markable sound recording 
capability. Use super eight 
drop-in cartridges. Ask 
to see the special 
range of accessories 
that match the 
camera's capabil¬ 
ities as wefl. 

Besides the standard 
mike, for instance, 
there are boom mikes 
and an FM mike with its 
own wireless 


Come to Cameralines 


c™.» Cameralines 


Minolta HiMatic F 



The traveller’s companion. Auto¬ 
matic and precise* The Hi-Matic F 
is a very compact, easy handling 
35mm rangefinder camera with 
CdS metering and an electronic 
shutter for perfect automatic 
exposures. You don’t have to 
know anything about photog¬ 
raphy to get colour slides and 
prints of almost professional 
standard. Look into it today. 

- 

minolfo 

HI-MATIC F 



Minolta 250/270 Pocket Cameras 

These are the precision compact cameras with automatic 
exposure control. The shutter adjusts itself from an action¬ 
stopping 1/330th to 10 full seconds for low level lighting. 
Zone focus settings; 110 instant-load film; 26mm coated 
Rokkor lens; battery check; easy focusing. The Autopak 
270 even has a built-in close-up lens. Flash or Magicubes. 


Come to Cameralines 


Come to Cameralines 


CAMERA LI N ES 

THE ISLAND’S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 









TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

ABC NEWS REPORTS AT 7.30, 8.00, 8.30, 12.30, 1.00, 2.00, 2.30, 3.00, 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES AT 7.40, 8.40, 10.00, 12.00, 1.05 


NORFOLK 

RADIO 

MONDAY 

9.15 Nfy Word 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

1L 00 Concert Half-Hour 

12. 05 Book Reviews 

4-6. 30 Mixed Music 

Michele & Marita 
6. 30 Rowdy's Roundup 

7.30 BBC Rock Line 
8,00 News. C&W Show 

8.30 Top Pops 

9. 00 News 

9.15 Feature Artist Special 

10. 00 Live Concert 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 

10. 05 Music from Shows& 

Films 

10.30 Hospital Programme 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 

12. 05 Ticker, Tape& Phone 

1.30 Methodist Programme 


4-7.00 Shut Down 
7. 05 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 

(Jazz Programme) 

8.45 Our Grade 

9.30 Wavendon 
10, 30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 domedy 

10. 05 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Light Music from 

the Netherlands 
12.05 World Affairs 
2. 00 (First Wed. of Mth. 

only) N. I. Council Mtg. 
4.00 Linda & Dilly 
Tots to T eens 
7.00 Pick of the Week 

Prog, includes Comedy 
Drama, Book Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 
10. 05 Jamaica Inn 

10.45 Morning Serial 


11. 00 Requests 

12. 05 World Affairs Prog. 

1.30 S.D. A. Prog. 

4-7.00 Shut Down 

7. 00 (First Thurs. in Mth 

only) Council Re-brdcst. 
7. 05 Waterways of World 

7.30 Just a Minute 

8.00 Music to Dine By 
9. 00 House of Windsor 
FRIDAY 

9. IS Comedy Show 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line(Music) 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Elton John Story 
12.05 Science/Sports 

1.30 Church of Eng. Prog. 
4-6. 00 Shut Down 

6. 00 Vivat Rex 
7.00 Programme Surround¬ 
ed by Fine Music 
SATURDAY 


11. 00 Top of Pops 

12, 00 Local News 

12.15 Swop Shop 

L 00 R. A. Sports Relay 

4.30 Young Mood 

6.30 German Dance 

Bands 
7. 05 Comedy 

7.30 Movin'Music 

9.00 Dr. Findlay's Case Book 

9.45 Big Band Sound 

10.30 Close 
SUNDAY 

12.36 diddles 
2. 00 R* A. Relay 

4.30 Vibes to do it by 

6.30 Wilfred Thomas Show 
7.00 Sunday Radio, 

drama, music etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 

uments of the Pitcairn Settlers* Rights 
to Norfolk Island” is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners, "The authori¬ 

ties” have always said the Pitcairners* 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Bums Philp, die 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94# 


10. 00 Mainly Pop 

10.30 Aust.& local news 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 



nr 


Hotel 


Cocktail 
Bar and 




'd YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 

. 



me 


me 


A LOVELY DINING ROOM 
.^TENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 

W ' 


mce 


SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 










































jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 

opals 

and amber 


from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 


BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys” 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick . 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us: 

Cameralines; ”A sound movie kit 
for under $400, It includes a Min¬ 
olta super-8mm sound camera, 
with microphone, and the famous 
Chinon sound projector, ” 

International Duty Free: "We have 
a large new shipment of Adidas 
straight from Germany - shoes, 
tracksuits, T-shirts, shorts, trav¬ 
elling bags. At our prices they 
always sell out quickly. ” 


Proud’s : "Omega watches”. 

■ 

Casa Kui: "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. " 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: ”Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine” 

n 

Miltons ; "Calculators - Canon, 
Sharp and Sinclair. We have one 
that is programmable, with 294- 
step library programmes available, 
for an incredible $55. M 

■ 

The Trading Post: ”We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing,” 



ACROSS 

I. Behind 

3. Goods carried 
6. Breakwater 
8. Early captain 
10. Unloading 
operation 

II. End 

12. The end 
14. Dull noise 

16. Compete 

17. Negative 

18. Descendant of 

20. Cargo spaces 

21. Shipping price 


DOWN 

2. Lading 

3. Won't work here 

4. Bitter 

5. Back 

7. Ship worker 
9. Deck opening 

11. Three- 

12. Similar 

13. Corrupt 

14. Layer 

15. Single item 
19. Mother 
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---PRENTICE'S--—- 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 


To our customers, friends and 
visitors to Norfolk Island, 


December 28th,1977 


Today we received what is probably one of the largest shipments of 
watches ever shipped to Norfolk" Island* 

Because "Citizen" watches are known to be outstanding quality, 
and because special arrangements allow us to offer then for sale on 
the Island at prices as much as 2/3 lower than on the mainland, they 
sell very rapidly and are often in short supply here* This has been 
the situation until just now* 

The shipment includes quartz diver's watches ($299), four models 
of dual-time chronographs ($114 - $138), a complete range of men's 
digital watches from $62 up, a tremendous range of women's watches 
in gold or stainless, from $23, and watches of fine quality for boys 
and girls, also from $23 up* 

They are all covered by Citizen's world-wide guarantee* There 
are over 2,000 dealers in Australia alone* 

Come and see them at Prentice's, or at other Norfolk dealers: 

Burns Philp, Barrett's, Roy's Chemist, BrowseAbout and Mini Golf Shop* 

Yours faithfully, 



COMPAGNIE DES-CHARGEURS CALEDQNIENS 


S.A. 37.890.000 CFP/Registered Off- 1 
ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 



C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY : Hetfaerington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., TeU 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND? SofraneUnilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND: 



Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 











HISTORY 

The n I slanders" — a 
colourful history and 
a promise never kept 

THE PITCAIRN RACE was started by 
nineteen Tahitians and nine British 
sailors who had mutinied against 
Capt. Bligh. Later three other 
Englishmen, Nobbs, Buffett and 
Evans, married into the commun- 
ity. 

The mutineers were above-average 
British seamen. The * Bounty” voy¬ 
age was well-known beforehand, 
and Bligh was able to select the 
crew from a large number of men 
who applied. 

Before the first Pitcairn genera¬ 
tion reached the age of ten, all of 
the island's men but John Adams were 
dead. The influences that shaped 
the children's outlook on life there¬ 
fore were mostly the customs, tra¬ 
ditions and attitudes of the Tahitian 
women - plus the bible teaching of 
John Adams. 

In isolation, the Pitcairn commun¬ 
ity grew and developed Its own dis¬ 
tinct character. It was a simple, 
island life with practically none of 
the "civilised" ways of the large 
cities of the world. 

Pitcairn was in some ways an 
ideal small democracy. It was the 
first place in the British Empire to 
have women's suffrage, and the 
first place in the Empire to have 
compulsory education for children 
written into its laws. As the rest 
of the world, England in particular, 
learned about Pitcairn and what had 
developed there, the island became 
a legend and was regarded with very 
great affection and interest. Lead¬ 
ing people in England "took up" Pit¬ 
cairn as a personal interest and 
cause - and the influence of these 
people (combined with a lot of pub¬ 
lic and press interest and curiosity) 
was what led the Queen and the Brit¬ 
ish Government to offer Norfolk 
Island to the Pitcairners. 


Norfolk Island was of no use to 
England. It had been abandoned 
once before, from 1814 to 1825, when 
it lay vacant and of no worth to any¬ 
one. When England decided to aban¬ 
don it again about 1850, the Island 
had good stone buildings, mills, roads, 
wells and other improvements - but 
there was no plan of keeping the Isl¬ 
and going as a community of any kind. 
Bishop Selwyn of New Zealand had the 
idea that Norfolk would make a fine 


place for a Melanesian Mission school, 
and he worked very busily to see if he 
could secure the Island for this pur¬ 
pose. Apart from him, there seemed 
to be no one who felt Norfolk was 
worth anything. The idea of offer¬ 
ing it to the Pi tcairners caught on, 
and was carried out. 

The Pitcairners had asked whether 
Norfolk might be available, and 
were interested in it, as one of var¬ 
ious possibilities that might give 
them a more spacious place than 
Pitcairn. They were concerned 
about outgrowing Pitcairn some 
day, and occasional droughts and 
crop failures increased their con¬ 
cern. But their attitudes about mov¬ 
ing to some larger island were cau¬ 
tious. They had been moved to Ta¬ 
hiti by the British Government in 
1831, but they were shocked by the 
morals and fell ill with diseases 
they had not known, and after eight 
months they returned to Pitcairn. 

They vowed they would never make 
that kind of mistake again. When 
Norfolk was offered to them there 
was serious argument in the commun¬ 
ity as to whether they should accept 
the offer or not - even though they 
had themselves asked if Norfolk 
might be available. When the 
"Morayshire" was sent to carry them 
to Norfolk, die British Government 
did not know for certain whether 
they would actually be willing to 
go. Lt. Gregorie, who was the Gov¬ 
ernment Agent on the voyage, was 
given detailed instructions about 
the terms and conditions of the offer, 
which he laid out before the Pitcairn¬ 
ers. They considered the offer very 
carefully, and decided to accept it. 

The terms and conditions were 
described precisely to the British 
Government by Governor Denison 
of N. S. W., who had been given 
the responsibility for planning the 
details of the move and seeing that 
it was properly carried out. The 
Government examined the terms 
and conditions and approved them, 
and on June 24th, 1856, Norfolk 
Island was made a separate and dis¬ 
tinct British settlement, to be occu¬ 
pied fully by the Pitcairners, govern¬ 
ed by laws of their making, and di¬ 
vided up amongst them to own out¬ 
right in whatever way they decided. 


So the Pitcairn race, given Nor¬ 
folk Island as a separate British col¬ 
ony, held the Island and built it in¬ 
to a free community. Occasionally 
representatives of the British Gov¬ 
ernment called on them to see how 
they were doing. Some of them, 
including Gov. Denison, took it on 


themselves to impose regulations 
and restrictions on the people of Nor¬ 
folk. These were probably illegally 
imposed, but the unsophisticated Pit¬ 
cairners were unable to find any way 
to object successfully to edicts made 
by men with the title of Governor. 
The only practical means of objec¬ 
tion was a hard one, taken by two 
family groups; they quit Norfolk and 
returned to Pitcairn. 

The most severe abuse of the 
Islanders' right to govern them¬ 
selves occurred in 1896. The Gov* 
ernor of Norfolk Island (also the 
Governor of N.S.W.) made an 
edict cancelling all the Norfolk 
Island laws and proclaiming a new 
set of laws, and then appointed an 
outside Chief Magistrate. Govern¬ 
or Viscount Hampden took this 
step with the knowledge of die Sec¬ 
retary of State for the Colonies, 
but it appears to have been illegal 
all the same; not even the Secre¬ 
tary of State had the power to alter 
die Rules and Regulations, restrict¬ 
ing the Governor's authority, which 
Queen Victoria had made in 1856. 

Viscount Hampden apparently 
persuaded the Secretary of State 
that Norfolk Island and its commun¬ 
ity were in a bad state of affairs, 
requiring government from outside. 
The reports of Norfolk Island on 
which this idea was based appear 
to have been inaccurate and un¬ 
fair. There is good evidence that 
the Island was being run quite well 
by the Islanders, that their conduct 
and morals were not deserving of 
any serious criticism, and that 
their industry and good citizenship 
were well suited to Norfolk Island. 

But the British Government appears 
to have accepted Viscount Hampden*! 
bad reports all the same, and an im¬ 
perial order placed before Queen 
Victoria, placing Norfolk Island un¬ 
der the full power of the Governor 
of N. S. W., was signed by Her Maj¬ 
esty in 1897. In this way, because 
of mis-representations made by the 
Governor, the Island lost the right 
of self-government that the Island¬ 
ers and their ancestors had had for 
over 100 years on Pitcairn and then 
on Norfolk. 

Norfolk Island nevertheless con¬ 
tinued to be a separate and distinct 
British colony until 1914, when it 
became a territory wholly adminis¬ 
tered by Australia. It has been gov¬ 
erned as a colony of Australia since 
then. The Island's laws are made 
by Australia, and the people of die 
Island have no right to vote, except 
for representation on the local Coun¬ 
cil, which has only advisory power. 
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Ten on Norfolk in Need, Says One Leader 


WITH ITS NON-INDUSTRIALISED WAY OF LIFE, NORFOLK IS SPARED THE KIND OF POVERTY AND HARDSHIP THAT 
PLAGUE MAINLAND CITIES, BUT A SMALL "NEWS" SURVEY POINTS TO SOME PROBLEMS IN THE ISLAND’S SYSTEM, 


IS THE NORFOLK community ignor¬ 
ing its duties to people who are in 
need? 

Does the "Norfolk way of life" 
suit most residents - but leave some 
people disadvantaged and suffering? 

Norfolk’s new Minister, Hon, R.J. 
Ellicott, put the question at an open 
Council discussion last June. 

President of Committee Bill Blu- 
cher answered that he knew of no 
one who was deprived. Many resi¬ 
dents seem satisfied that Norfolk 
does look after its own. Even Sir 
John Nimmo, who recommended 
that the full range of Australian so¬ 
cial welfare benefits should be paid 
on Norfolk, said there was no evi¬ 
dence of hardship on the Island. 

But not everyone agrees. At least 
one community leader feels the Nor¬ 
folk system of looking after the dis¬ 
advantaged just isn't good enough, 
and ought to be replaced. 

Island leaders could 
answer anonyaously 

The News recently sent anonymous 
questionaire forms to twelve resi¬ 
dents who should be in a position to 
know if there are cases of deprivation 
on the Island. Those receiving the 
questionaire included a senior Ad¬ 
ministration official, ministers of 
three churches, past Deputy Adminis¬ 
trate Potts Buf fett, two past Coun¬ 
cil presidents, and several others 
including people in senior positions 
in the hospital and in community 
service. Half were Pitcairn descen¬ 
dants and half "mainlanders". 

A note covering the questionaire 
said that while leading citizens had 
said the Norfolk system was working 
well. The News was looking for con¬ 
trary evidence if it could be found. 

Half the questionaires were return¬ 
ed, one politely declining to answer, 
and five filled in. 

All of the five people who answer¬ 
ed thought there were some deficien¬ 
cies in the existing system. Four of 
these said improvements should be 
made by alterations within the local 
system. One said the Australian sys¬ 
tem would be preferable. 

The heading of the questionaire 
said "Some Norfolk Island residents, 
through no fault of their own, are 


unable to meet their own reasonable 
physical needs for housing, nutrition, 
medical care or personal spending 
money. They are able to get assist¬ 
ance from several sources including 
family, neighbors, volunteer organ¬ 
isations including the Sunshine Club, 
churches, and the Special Allowance 
paid from public funds. 

Needs unset, by 
Island standards? 

"Do you know of residents, " the 
questionaire continued, "who are 
incapable of meeting their own needs 
and whose needs are not, by reason¬ 
able Island standards, being adequate¬ 
ly met from these existing sources? 

If you do, how many such residents 
would you judge there might be?" 

Only one respondent indicated that 
he or she knew of any residents whose 
needs are not adequately met, and 
estimated that there were about ten 
such people on die Island. This 
respondent completed the question¬ 
aire by ticking answers saying that 
the existing system had serious de¬ 
ficiencies of not being regular or de¬ 
pendable enough, and not providing 
a high enough level of help; that there 
are mild deficiencies that the present 
system rests on personal judgments, 
and makes the recipient feel embar¬ 
rassed or "in need of charity"; that 
the best way of correcting these de¬ 
ficiencies would be to replace Nor¬ 
folk's system with the Australian stat¬ 
utory system; and that the Island needs 
a system for paying compensation to 
people who are unemployed. 

Four leaders knew 
no one In need 

The other four completed question¬ 
aires were in agreement that there are 
shortcomings in die Norfolk system, 
but that it should be improved rather 
than replaced. 

None of the four indicated that 
they knew of anyone whose needs 
were not, by Island standards, being 
reasonably met. 

All four agreed that the present sys¬ 
tem rests on personal judgments. Two 
thought this was a serious deficiency, 
and two thought it was a mild deficien¬ 
cy. 


One of the four thought that other 
serious deficiencies were that "it is 
not regular or dependable enough" 
and that "it makes the recipient feel 
embarrassed or 'in need of charity'" 
and that k mild deficiency was that 
it does not provide a high enough 
level of help. 

All four thought these deficiencies 
could best be corrected by making lo¬ 
cal changes in the existing system. 

"The system is quite adequate as 
long as there are persons on different 
organisations who are aware of needs, " 
one stated. 

Another said the system ought to 
be more clearly set out. "State clear¬ 
ly by law (Regulations) who would be 
entitled, including clearly stated 
guidelines, " said this respondent. 

Another wrote in, "There should be 
a means test and provision made for 
the ill, handicapped or unemploy¬ 
able." 

"Plenty of jobs" 

Another agreed with this: "Why 
not a means test? Everywhere else 
people have to submit to one before 
receiving help, and it is fair to all." 

Unemployment compensation was 
"voted against" by all four of the 
respondents who said Norfolk's existing 
social welfare system should be kept 
and improved, rather than replaced. 

But one of die four said "There 
should be a simple law (code) stipu¬ 
lating the liabilities of employers 
for workers injured or incapacitated 
during the course of their work or du¬ 
ties. " This respondent went on to 
say, "The avenues of employment 
are regulated in part by local immi¬ 
gration policy designed to protect the 
employment of residents." 

Another who did not favour unemploy¬ 
ment compensation said "Such a sys¬ 
tem could lead to abuses which the 
Island may not be able to afford." 

Another said that Council could 
or does pay an allowance to certain 
persons who are unemployed. "They 
receive the same amount as senior 
citizens, " this respondent wrote. "1 
do believe that anyone who is healthy 
and able to work could get plenty of 
jobs and should work if in need of fi¬ 
nance. Dole money does create and 
encourage loafert and bkidgers." 
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(^OUNCIL^RANSCRIPT 


FOR NORFOLK- WA TC HERS 
WHO LIKE KNOWING WHAT 
COUNCILLORS REALLY SAID, 
AND WHERE THEY STAND 


READERS OF w COUNClL Transcript” 
may sometimes find the going a 
bit heavy. 

As a sort of New Year's special 
treat, we are pleased to offer you 
the following, which is real vintage 
stuff, worth savouring. 

At the November meeting, Cr. 
Bennett moved for a full review of 
the Public Service Regulations, as 
they haven’t been brought up to 
date for a long time. 

At the December 14th meeting, 
the Chairman reported that the 
files had been examined, and as a 
matter of fact there was a full re¬ 
view of die Regulations already in 
progress. 

In fact it has been in progress for 
almost 15 years. 

While many items of needed Nor¬ 
folk legislation have been "in prog¬ 
ress" for impressively long periods 
of time, this may set a new world 
record for avoiding waste by avoid¬ 
ing haste: 

Chairman: *... The research of 
the file on this particular topic 
has not been an easy matter for 
the Official Secretary, but he 
told me that in January of 1964 
a draft Ordinance and Regulations 
were forwarded to the Department 
for comment and almost punctually, 
three years later, a draft Ordinance 
and Regulations were received 
from the Department for the Ad¬ 
ministrator's comment and ten 
months later the comments were 
despatched back to the Department. 
Then in July of 1972, 12 copies of 
a draft Ordinance and Regulations 
were received for submission to 
Council. 

"The Official Secretary tells me 
that he can find no evidence that 
this was done, but he does say that 
there are only 3 copies of the draft 
on the file - suggesting that per¬ 
haps they were given to councillors. 

Then in August/September 1973, 
there were discussions on the Island 
with Departmental officers on new 
proposed Ordinance and Regulations, 
and in February 1974 a copy of the 
outline instructions were prepared 
as the result of the above. 

"Well now, that's where it rests 
gentlemen. If you would like to 
embark upon a 1978 discussion on 
these, you're very welcome. Assum¬ 
ing that you would say 'yes' to that 
invitation. I'm going now to hand 


round to you a copy of the last lot 
of instructions that were sent to 
Canberra. I'd suggest we use this 
as a basis, and, when you've had 
time to look at them, perhaps the 
President of Committees would be 
kind enough to let me know when 
he thinks it would be a suitable 
time to have a separate meeting 
of the whole of Council. " 

It was agreed that the President 
of Committees and the Chairman 
of Council would nominate a date 
on which Council will plunge head¬ 
long into the relentless continuation 
of progress on the matter. 

"A non-self-govemlng 
territory" said F.A. 

AT THE DECEMBER 14TH meeting 
of Council, the Chairman provid¬ 
ed some background to the quest¬ 
ion of Norfolk Island's right to be 
represented at Conferences of the 
South Pacific Commission. 

He reviewed a memorandum the 
Department had sent at the time 
of the Royal Commission, It read, 
in part, - 

"Since the inception of the 
South Pacific Commission in 1947, 
no delegate from Norfolk Island 
has attended the conference. 

"The agreement establishing the 
South Pacific Commission has been 
amended several times. An amend¬ 
ment in 1965 to provide for the ad¬ 
mission of the independent state of 
Western Samoa to the Commission 
established a system of weighted 
voting within the Commission under 
which Australia received five votes 
in respect to itself and its territories. 
Since a review of voting arrange¬ 
ments in 1971, Australia has made 
a practice of not exercising a vote 
in respect of Norfolk Island. 

"In February 1975, in response to 
an enquiry by the Administrator of 
Norfolk Island, the Department of 
Foreign Affairs gave to the Depart¬ 
ment of Capital Territory the follow¬ 
ing views: 'Since the formation 
of the S.P.C. in 1947, Norfolk Isl¬ 
and has been in an anomolous posi¬ 
tion in respect of the S. P. C. It 
has been included within the terri¬ 
torial scope of the S.P.C. as a non- 
self-governing territory of Australia. 
However, Norfolk Island has never 
been represented at sessions of the 
South Pacific Conf erence and has 


had only very limited involvement 
in the activities of the Commission. 
The question of Norfolk Island's part¬ 
icipation in the S. P. C. is directly 
related to Norfolk Island's constitu¬ 
tional relationship with Australia. 
Since an enquiry to look into inter- 
alia the territory's future status is 
now being undertaken, it would not 
be appropriate at this stage for any 
change to take place in the present 
limited nature of Norfolk Island’s 
relation with the S. P. C. Such a 
change could serve to prejudice the 
outcome of the proposed enquiry. 
Subject to a resolution of Norfolk 
Island's future status, the question 
of the territory's relations with the 
S.P.C. could then come under re¬ 
view. '" 

Cr. McIntyre; "Mr. Chairman, I 
take into account what was said 
in 1975 and I also take into account 
the motion from the last ordinary 
meeting of Council you've just 
referred to. 

"I think it's necessary to have a 
more active regard for the rights 
of Norfolk Island in the Pacific 
than that memorandum that’s just 
been read indicates. 

"they've actively 
blocked Norfolk..." 

"It's been the history of Aust¬ 
ralia's administration on Nor¬ 
folk Island that they have a very 
poor showing in encouraging Nor¬ 
folk Island to be aware of its place 
in the Pacific. I don't think it's 
over-stating the case to say tbeyVe 
actively blocked Norfolk Island's 
participation in the South Pacific 
Commission. I think that seat 
exists for Norfolk Island as a right, 
and a right in fact which was origin¬ 
ally created by Australia. 

"The request that went forward 
last month is an opportunity to 
reverse a policy which, I think, 
has been detrimental to the inter¬ 
ests of Norfolk Island, and unfair 
to the interests of Norfolk Island, 
and I hope that it will bear the 
most positive fruit and allow this 
Island to do what it should have 
been doing since 1947." 

Cr. Bennett: "Mr. Chairman, on 
page 2 of that memorandum just 
read the last sentence says - ' Since 
the inception of the South Pacific 
Commission in 1947, no delegate 
from Norfolk Island has attended 
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the conference. * 

"Well, it*$ my belief that Nor¬ 
folk Island has never been invited 
to attend, and Au stralia, it would 
seem, should have been passing an 
invitation to us. 

"In 1971, when the plurality of 
votes had been abolished in favour 
of giving representation to each 
territory, and in the third para¬ 
graph of this memorandum it says 
'Australia has made a practice of 
not exercising a vote in respect of 
Norfolk Island since 1971* - that's 
quite right because they had the 
right of voting for Norfolk Island 
taken off them. 

"It seems to me highly regret¬ 
ful that the situation has been open 
for us to have direct representation 
on the South Pacific Commission 
and it's been denied to us, by vir¬ 
tue of the fact that we've never 
been advised of it." 

Chairman: "Yes. I've not seen 
any reference on the file that it's 
been denied or offered, but I do 
believe there will be a response to 
the earlier motion which probably 
will help councillors' consideration 
of this matter for the future." 

Hunan Rights Act 
nuabo-juabo froa 
A-G's Oepartaent 

A "HUMAN RIGHTS Commission 
Bill” was introduced into the Aus¬ 
tralian Parliament during 1977, 
but lapsed without having been 
enacted by the time Parliament 
rose in December. 

Council had been asked to com¬ 
ment on the proposed law, and in 
August asked three questions about 
it - would it conflict with Norfolk's 
Immigration Ordinance? -would it 
require Norfolk to have representa¬ 
tion in Parliament? -and would it 
entitle Norfolk's electors to deter¬ 
mine the Island's future form of 
government themselves? 

The questions had been relayed 
to the Attorney-General, and A-G 
answered the Department of Ad¬ 
ministrative Services on October 
14th. DAS passed the*answers back 
in time for the December 14th 
Council meeting. The answers 
given by the Attorney-General's 
Department were - 

'The first question is - Would the 
adoption of this Bill into Norfolk 
Island mean... the repeal of the 
Norfolk Island Immigration Ordin¬ 
ance, or, if modifications were 
required, what those modifications 
might be? 


'The proposed functions of the Com¬ 
mission are set out in Clause 8. Un¬ 
der sub-Clause 8(a), the Commission 
would have the function of examining 
Commonwealth and Territory enact¬ 
ments for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether those enactments are incon¬ 
sistent with or contrary to the rights 
and freedoms recognised in the Gov¬ 
ernment and to report to the Attor¬ 
ney-General die results of any such 
examination. 

'It is assumed that any action by 
the Government, consequent upon 
a report of.the Commission, con¬ 
cerning Norfolk Island legislation 
would be implemented in the con¬ 
text of the constitutional arrange¬ 
ments existing at the time. 

'The second question raised by 
the Norfolk Island Council is 
whether the effect of Articles 25 
and 50 of the Covenant require 
Norfolk Island to be represented 
in the Australian Parliament, or 
did it support the Council's pro¬ 
posal for a Territory Assembly? 

'Article 25 shortly stated 
recognises the right of every citi¬ 
zen to vote and to participate in 
public affairs directly or through 
freely-chosen representatives. 

'Article 50 stipulates that the 
provision of the Covenant shall 
extend to all parts of Federal 
States without any limitations 
or exceptions. Of course, until 
ratification, there is no obliga¬ 
tion on Australia to implement 
the provisions of the Covenant. 

'Leaving this aside, these Arti¬ 
cles would not appear to require 
that constitutional arrangements 
in relation to Norfolk Island pro¬ 
ceed along any particular line. 

'The third and final question 
is whether Article 1 of the Cov¬ 
enant gives to the people of 
Norfolk Island the light for an 
Act of self-determination in the 
light of the Nimmo Report. 

'Although there is some doubt, 
it would appear from the 
"traveau preparatoire" of the 
Covenant that the right to self- 
government is confined to a 
nation, as generally undertood 
in international law. 

T shall be happy to discuss 
this matter with officers of your 
Department, should you so wish. "' 

Cr. McIntyre: "I'll move, Mr. 
Chairman, on the strength of that 
reply, that the Act not be extended 
to Norfolk Island at present and 
that the question of its extension 
in the future be a question for the 
Assembly when created," 

Chairman: "Seconded - Cr. 

Bennett." 


Cr. McIntyre: "The reason I put 
it in tho$e terms, Mr. Chairman, 
is that it appears to nse that the 
answer that's just been read out 
shows that there are fundamental 
contradictions and problems in the 
reading of the Act, so long as Nor¬ 
folk Island's relationship to Aust¬ 
ralia remains undefined, and that 
the adoption of the Act here tends 
to cast debating factors in that 
need not necessarily be called on. 

"I think that there’s no clear 
answer given to any of the three 
questions asked. There's no clear 
answer as to whether immigration 
would be affected - only you'll 
have to wait and see. There's no 
clear answer to the question of 
whether a person would be able to 
command as a right while on Nor¬ 
folk Island to vote for a member 
on the Australian Parliament. 

There's no clear answer given to 
the question of whether the Act it¬ 
self would entitle Norfolk Island to 
act of self-determination. 

'It seems to me that in the absence 
of clear answers to these matters of 
fundamental importance to Norfolk 
Island that the Island is better off 
without the Bill..." 

"we're not really 
part of a nation" 

Cr. Blucher*. "Mr. Chairman, I 
would tend to support the remarks 
of Cr. McIntyre. I think we're 
waiting for some solution to our 
own particular self-determining 
problems. I think self-determina¬ 
tion is one of the initial major 
issues that we need to look at, 
and the Covenant did say that the 
right to self-determination - not 
to self-government - but the right 
to self-determination is confined 
to a nation, as generally under¬ 
stood in international law. I don’t 
think there is any argument about 
that, except that in our particular 
case the right to self-determination 
is not there at the present time, and 
I would tend to support that particul¬ 
ar motion of Cr. McIntyre's until 
the terms of our self-determining pow¬ 
ers have been defined and agreed up¬ 
on by legislation. 

"I don't think that we are really 
part of a nation -1 don't think New 
Guinea was part of a nation when it 
was a Territory of Australia - and that 
supports my view as well in support¬ 
ing that particular motion.». H 

Chairman: "Yes, we are clear that 
Norfolk Island is a Territory of the 
Commonwealth of Australia, aren*t 
we?" 

Cr. Blucher: "I don't think we are, 
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Mr. Chairman, until our legislative 
issues have been 

Chairman; "Well, I can assure you 
it is." 

Cr. Blucher: Tm not confident of 
that and I disagree with you at that 
point." 

Cr. McIntyre: "I don't think it's a 
question of whether we're a Territory 
or not is in dispute. 1 think it is what 
it means in the context of Australia 
that is heavily in dispute, Mr. Chair¬ 
man. " 

Chairman: "Any further speaker? 

All those in favour, gentlemen? 

All elected councillors are in favour - 
Chairman abstains. The motion is 
carried." 

Never alnd Council - 
“It has been decided" 

AMONG ROUTINE amendments to 
Ordinances considered in Decem¬ 
ber was a new draft Ordinance on 
Public Holidays. 

Council had said some time ago 
that it didn’t want or need such an 
ordinance, but it came through any¬ 
way, with the Departmental com¬ 
ment that "It has been decided 
that this will be proceeded with... " 
Cr. McIntyre tore into it; 

Cr. McIntyre: "Mr. Chairman, 
this has me considerably puzzled, 
having regard to the recent dele¬ 
gation, history of die matter and 
the substance of the Public Holi¬ 
days Ordinance, 

"The Public Holidays Ordinance 
is a draft Ordinance at this stage - 
it has not been approved by the 
Council. 

"Its history is that the Council 
in one of its meetings moved that 
they didn't want one. 

"If you read the Public Holidays 
Ordinance in the draft form that 
now exists then you will see the 
public holidays laid out there and 
there are 14 of them. 

"The Ordinance makes no men¬ 
tion of what a public holiday is - 
what consequences flow from some¬ 
thing being a public holiday - 
it doesn't vary awards, or contracts - 
does not purport to interpret the 
Public Service Ordinance or its 
Regulations - in fact says nothing 
about what the significance is of 
any public holiday. 

"The Ordinance therefore appears 
to be one of those pieces of legis¬ 
lation that you could either have 
or not have, with no visible change 
in* the law as far as people are con¬ 
cerned »«• 


"The nature of the Ordinance 
becomes important, however, in 
the light of the recent delegation 
to Canberra. The report of the dele¬ 
gation to Canberra contained the 
following observation under the 
heading "Department of Adminis¬ 
trative Services". On page 10 of 
that report, it says: ’Between 
the Secretary's letter and the in¬ 
terview, the delegation formed a 
number of impressions 

- that the Department does not think 
in terms of two-way communication 
with the Council and the Island. In¬ 
stead the Council is only a formal 
source of input to which no response 

is required. The Department would 
apparently prefer to act within Can¬ 
berra than to refer Norfolk Island 
matters which concern it to the Coun¬ 
cil and people for response. 

- that the representative function 
of the Council is not recognised. 

There seems to be no allowance that 
the Council not only represents the 
people but is also accountable back 
to the people for decisions which are 
taken by the Department. 

- that there was no apparent under¬ 
standing of the abhorrence that most 
people feel for a system which takes 
decisions about their own lives and 
traditions behind closed doors 1900 
kilometers distant. 

There is also no apparent aware¬ 
ness of the amount of worry in 
the community that made the 
delegation necessary in the first 
place. 

- There is no need to suggest 
that any officer in the Depart¬ 
ment is acting improperly. The 
key officer has spent only one day 
on the Island -- it is the system it¬ 
self which is at fault and die solu¬ 
tion is to remove the distance 
which is die heart of the trouble 
by giving Norfolk Island internal 
self-government, ’ 

"Now in that context this rather 
silly Ordinance becomes very im¬ 
portant. Its an Ordinance that the 
Council says it does not want. We 
get a memo which says: 'It has 
been decidedthat this matter will 
be proceeded with.' 

"That, if ever there was a fair¬ 
ly vivid, Stark example of non- 
com munication, is the one that's 
on our table at the present stage. 

"It happens to be in respect of 
an unimportant ordinance - it 
could be in respect of a very im¬ 
portant ordinance, and I don't think 
Mr. Chairman that it's appropriate 
to let it go on that ground. 

"I move, first of all, that a repre¬ 
sentative of the Department, with 


authority to act respecting that 
ordinance, come to Norfolk Island 
at once for the purpose of discuss¬ 
ing the Department's decision respect¬ 
ing the Public Holidays Ordinance 
and that in the meanwhile no action 
be taken to implement it. " 

Qt» Blucher: ."I'll second that. " 
Chairman: "I'm not trying to inter¬ 
fere with what you're projecting 
Cr. McIntyre ; - I merely think your 
purpose would be served by reiterat¬ 
ing the previous resolution of Coun¬ 
cil, instead of asking for a 'please 
explain* from some individual which 
I'm sure would get nowhere. 

Ct. hfctntyree "My belief, Mr. 
Chairman, is that every time we've 
asked foe a 'please explain' in the 
past, proceeded by way of a written 
statement, we’ve got nowhere. 

We've got people wondering how to 
write the shortest possible formula 
of words without telling us anything 
about their reason, and I think It's 
time we got past that..* 

"This is not an elective situation - 
they're not pur representatives in 
the Public Service, and when they 
decide to impose laws on us in sen¬ 
tences 'It has been decided this 
matter be proceeded with' - then we 
can either go through the old rig* 
mar ole of protesting in vain or we 
can try and do something different, 
and the aim of my motion is to do 
something different and have a talk 
about it - not an exchange...- 
have a talk about it. That’s the 
purpose behind what I've moved. " 

By whoi has It 
"been decided"? 

Chairman: "Of course, I'll have 
to correct you that the Public Service 
doesn't make ordinances at all. 

This is a matter for the Governor- 
General in Council." 

Cr. McIntyre: "Mr. Chairman, I 
don't think that the Governor-General 
in Council, nor yet Sen. Withers, 
sat down and thought that a Public 
Service Ordinance containing these 
provisions was a good idea for Nor¬ 
folk Island, though he may have 
been convinced of it when it was 
put to him. 

"I think that realistically speaking 
we should go back to where it started 
from. " 

Chairman: "Quite right. We've both 
made our points. I merely wanted to 
correct any impression you were giv¬ 
ing councillors' that public servants 
were deciding on the wording of an 
ordinance. They may certainly 
recommend it but they have no pow¬ 
er to decide." 
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Norfolk 


LIVING ON NORFOLK is very dif¬ 
ferent from living in New Zealand, 
Australia or other large countries. 

The exact differences! and die 
reasons for them, are not easy to 
describe. 

Recently The News's library was 
enhanced by the addition of a mar¬ 
velous three-volume set of books 
that have great meaning for Nor¬ 
folk. Their title is "Ancient Tahi¬ 
tian Society”. Their author was 
Prof. Douglas Oliver, one of the 
Pacific's leading anthropologists. 

By "ancient Tahitian society"he 
means the way of life on Tahiti 
up until about the time the "Bounty” 
arrived there. Not long afterward 
Tahiti began to change under Eur¬ 
opean influences, and within a 
generation or two the old way of 
life was gone, forever. 

So his study tells a great deal 
about where Norfolk Island's par¬ 
ticular culture came from. By 
reading it one can glimpse bits 
of the origins of the way of life 
on this island today. It is a pleas¬ 
ure to pass some of diem along. 

* • * * 

THE WOMEN the "Bounty" mutineers 
went back to Tahiti to claim had 
had little exposure to the outside 
world. Only eight times before in 
history had European ships visited 
this exquisite South Seas island. 

The "Bounty" called in in 1789 be¬ 
fore the mutiny and its sailors were 
so captivated by the ways of the wo¬ 
men that after the mutiny 16 of them 
stayed in Tahiti. Only nine of them 
ventured forth onto the mysterious 
open ocean in search of a hiding 
place for they feared the worst if 
captured by British officers and 
taken home for court-martials. 

These adventurers took along with 
them 12 Tahitian women. These 
women are the direct ancestors of 
the men and women who live on 
Norfolk Island now — "The Islanders". 

Many famous men have paid ecs¬ 
tatic praise to Tahiti and her neigh¬ 
boring islands. The great navigator, 
Bouganville, said he thought he was 
walking into the’ Garden of Eden. 
Robert Louis Stevenson called the 
Tahitians "God's best --at least 
God's sweetest works". Many years 
later Thor Heyerdahl in his book 
"Fatu Hiva” remarked on "The Poly¬ 
nesian way of life --no idleness, 
no boredom, no rush and no waste. " 



I What was life like in Tahiti for 
the women in 1789 who were later 
to live on Pitcairn Island and whose 
culture would eventually pass on to 
their descendants on Norfolk? It 
was through these women that the 
Polynesian culture was passed down 
through the years. Of course, their 
culture had the greater survival pow¬ 
er since all but one of the original 
mutineers were cither murdered or 
bad died by 1800. 

Before being whisked off to the 
"Bounty" and then taken to Pitcairn 
Island these Tahitian women were 
part of a refined and complex so¬ 
ciety. To some European visitors 
they seemed a bit indolent and "to 
always be moving about in point¬ 
less and unimportant ways and to 
always be engaged in a spirit of 
light-hearted play". These observ¬ 
ers were used to die conventional 
worth-ethic that pervaded European 
societies at the time. The truth 
is that die Tahitians (or Maohis as 
they were then known) derived con¬ 
stant pleasure and amusement from 
their chores. 

meticulously clean 

They were meticulously clean, 
far more so than their European 
visitors. They bathed in streams 
or the ocean every morning just 
after dawn and later in the day be¬ 
fore supper. They hated getting 
up before dawn unless it was ab¬ 
solutely necessary but their morn¬ 
ing bath was a vigorous affair with 
lots of splashing and conviviality. 

It was a social thing -- people 
chatting amiably and going off to¬ 
gether. Theywere quite modest 
and always skillfully covered up their 
genitals. Babies were bathed every 
morning as well - sometimes in very 
cold streams. 

After a light breakfast the women 
went on to fteir chores of the day. 
These consisted of farming, fishing, 
collecting food, making bark cloth, 
or purely and simply amusing them¬ 
selves. The principal meal of the 
day was eaten in the early or late 
afternoon and was generally followed 


LIVING 

by an hour or two nap. Afterwards, 
there was more work for some but 
most spent the rest of the day chatter • 
ing, playing, making love, visiting 
or preparing implements for the follow¬ 
ing day's work. After their evening 
bath they had a light meal and by 
nightfall were gathered in their house* 
for more talk, work and eventually * 
sleep. It is often said that the pre* 
European Tahitians were night peop4# - 
loving to talk and sing long into tfc# 
night. There was always music ao4 
story telling and they enjoyed beiiljg 
with their friends. This was espeoS? 
ally comforting as there was a feel# 
ing of apprehension about the spirit* 
who were believed to be more act!?# 
at night. 

not a trace of aalloe 

Food was collected on the day it 
was to be eaten; fish, however, would 
be caught the previous night. Softie 
households had help (mainly tribal 
war prisoners) and they were made 
to do the more difficult chores. Th* 
others in die household would spend 
their mornings gossipping. Convent* 
tion was their forte, but it is said 
that chatter among die women con* 
tained not a trace of slander, criti* 
cism or malice. 

The main meal of die day con* 
sis ted of food baked in an earth OVtn. 
Both men and women were robust 
eaters but could always have a sies* 
ta under the trees after this meal. 

Women did most of the making of 
bark cloth for clothing. This re¬ 
quired beating the bark strips with 
mallets. They also had to keep th* 
clothing in repair as bark cloth was 
flimsy. The women also liked to 
make ruffles, ha&>and other adorn¬ 
ments, and had fun while doing 
these things. Making bark cloth 
was a sociable affair and all would 
try to excel. It was especially 
pleasant for the women to work in 
large groups. They also did plait- 
ware using bamboo, arrowroot, grass* 
stems of some ferns and leaves of 
coconuts and pandanus. For special 
wraparounds (vane) and ponchos (tip- 
uta) thin bleached strips of hibiscus 
inner bark were used. These could 
be very elegant. Plaitwork also was 
made into floor and bed matting, 
partitions for rooms, and sails. 

In habits of grooming the Tahitian 
women were fastidious. They spent 
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a great deal of time in seeing to 
every detail of their clothing and 
toilette. Children went naked until 
five or six but after that clothes 
were worn at all times except when 
sleeping or for some ceremonies. 
Women wore a pareu made of bark 
cloth or plaited leaves. They never 
uncovered their breasts except during 
their baths. Their headwear was 
sometimes dramatic, and often the 
higher the rank the more splendid 
it was. Turbans and headwrappers 
were worn. Footwear was mainly 
sandals made of bark. Men and 
women alike wore sunshades made 
from coconut leaves. Women usu¬ 
ally wore their hair cut short, but 
some had long hair. Combs were 
used (made of bamboo) and per¬ 
fumed cocoanut oil was used as a 
pomade. Perfume was usually 
sandalwood although they loved 
fine smells and made perfumes 
from sources including nuts, palm 
blossoms and other sweet herbs. 

They annointed their bodies with 
•coconut* oil for sunburn. They 
decked their coiffures with flowers, 
shells, feathers, leaves and coloured 
seeds. They loved spending hours 
over their toilette and usually did it 
in the company of other women. 
They adored earrings, but.wore 
them in only one ear. These they 
made from shell, stone, berries, 
red peas and occasionally, pearls. 
They loved flowers, particularly 
the Cape Jasmine, and planted diem 
everywhere around their homes. 

fit and healthy 

The women kept out of the sun 
as much as possible so as to keep 
their skins from getting darker. 

They ate fattening foods because 
it was considered chic to be large. 
They loved the feeling of being fit 
and healthy and practised body 
massage. 

Most Tahitians believed in tatoo- 
ing and in its beautification of the 
body. They used lamp black for 
tatooing, and a kind of oily nut. 
They pricked the skin with bone or 
shell when making the tatoos. They 
used a great variety of figures for 
the tatoos - birds, dogs, circles, 
crescents -and other desigus. The 
women made the figure Z on every 
joint of their fingers and toes and 
often 'round the outside of their feet. 
All had their buttocks tatooed deep 
black, with arches etched over the 
back reaching all the way up to 
their ribs. These arches were con¬ 
sidered quite special; maybe the 
amount of pain endured had some¬ 
thing to do with this. The bodies 
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of the Tahitians were quite perfect -- 
free of blemishes and lacking in de¬ 
formities. They had little sympathy 
for physically handicapped people, 

Joseph Banks, the great botanist 
(and also a gourmet) described the 
Tahitian food in great detail in one 
of his diaries. Meals were eaten 
under the shade of a huge tree and 
large quantities of banana or bread¬ 
fruit leaves were spread out to serve 
as a tablecloth. Distinguished 
people would be served by others - 
a basket being placed in front of 
the celebrity which contained his 
provisions and two coconut shells 
(one full of fresh water the other 
with salt). He would begin by 
washing his hands and face and 
would do this often during the meal. 
The basket would contain large 
pieces of breadfruit, one or two fish, 
a/et a dozen ripe bananas, half a 
dozen apples and for dessert, a 
kind of custard which would have 
been made by servants beating bread¬ 
fruit to the consistency of a soft 
paste and adding bananas to it. 

great appetites 

There were often mass bakings of 
breadfruit and the whole populace 
would eat gluttonously. Sometimes 
they would not leave their houses 
for a month.after one of these occa¬ 
sions. When they did go out after¬ 
wards they would be very fair and, 
of course, fat. In Tahiti these 
periods of eating were thought to 
be delicate living. Eating, after 
all, was considered a great pleas¬ 
ure, and a great appetite a mark 
of distinction. 

A woman was not allowed to eat 
pork unless she owned and raised 
the animal. It has been said in 
some references that the women 
were also only allowed to eat fish 
caught by other females. It was 
also reported that women were not 
allowed to eat fermented breadfruit 
unless it was taken from females* 
trees and prepared in females' pits. 
Some ray that women were not 
allowed to eat any food touched 
by males. But it is generally agreed 
that most such taboos were not push¬ 
ed to the point of deprivation. 

Some foods were denied to wo¬ 
men on principle: turtle flesh, 
porpoise and dolphin. They were 
allowed Bonito. Turtle flesh was 
allowed if a female was of a high 
rank. Women ate separately from 
men. This custom of separation 
was quite strange because usually 
the men and women were quite 
desirous of one another's company. 

They were careful not to leave any 
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leftovers as it was thought that 
enemies, might use these as a spirit¬ 
ual means of attacking, which was 
why people had their own distinct 
basket for food. The fear of sorcery 
was quite strongly held. 

Foods eaten by the Tahitians were 
mangoes, custard applies, raw sugar 
cane (chewed for the juice), fish 
and meat cooked in their earth ovens 
(umu), and various puddings made 
by a process known as "stoneboiling" - 
they dropped heated stones into the 
raw pudding mixture. These puds 
were grated arrowroot, grated taro 
or mashed breadfruit. Softer pudd¬ 
ings were made by mixing water 
with baked bananas or breadfruit. 
Greens were cooked in coconut cream 
as well. 

An interesting aspect of their life 
was the practice of sharing food with 
the family's "tutelar spirits". As a 
daily thing the family head would 
leave sane food out for spirits, just 
as children leave a glass of milk and 
sane bikkies for Fadier Christmas. 
Another practice, known as "foster¬ 
age" was also widely prevalent. 

This meant taking into a household 
outsiders fa long periods of time, 
treating them as though they belong¬ 
ed. Strangers were treated with 
great indulgence, always being 
served large quantities of food with 
great cheerfulness. 

Tahitians would stint themselves 
in order to send a guest away well- 
fed and content. 

Tahitian hospitality was boundless 
and spontaneous. 

It was as generous to a passing 
stranger as it could be lavish fa in¬ 
fluential guests. 

"Hospitality was die law of the 
land, " says Professor Oliver in his 
remarkable book. 



AFTER A SUMMER rain, a spurt of 
gardening! Clear out all half-dead 
annuals, fork over the ground and 
give a light application of manure 
such as blood and bone; rest the 
ground for preference ready for Aut¬ 
umn plantings of pansies, stock, 
snapdragons and other suitable an¬ 
nuals. Any time now, one can set 
seeds of these in boxes, February 
and March being ideal. Stock and 
pansies need an earlier start than 
other seeds, as they flower best in 
cooler weather. Don’t forget vege¬ 
table plants also broadbeans need 
to be planted about March. 
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Geraniums and pelargoniums 
should be cut back. Any plant that 
is still carrying blossom may be left 
a bit longer. Fork some old well- 
rotted cow manure around base of 
plants and finally spray with Garden- 
Master as a precaution against rust 
and caterpillars. Put a few cuttings 
of your favourite ones in sand to 
strike. Place in shade for a while, 
or until you are sure they are rooted. 

If you have some petunias which 
you particularly like, take some tip 
cuttings and stand them in a jar of 
water until showing a good root 
growth then plant - these will flow¬ 
er very quickly. 

I was recently shown some apple 
trees and asked what the mossy 
growth was that covered the main 
branches. This is a fungus. It is 
controllable by using Lime Sulphur 
which is easily obtainable on the 
Island. 


THIS JANUARY I'm just going to 
give you one recipe, an old one I've 
kept, first written out about 150 
years ago. 

HOW TO COOK A HUSBAND 

TILL HE IS TENDER AND GOOD. 

"RECIPE; A good many husbands 
are utterly spoiled by mismanage¬ 
ment in cooking, and so are not 
tender and good. Some women 
keep them constantly in hot water; 
others let them freeze by their 
carelessness and indifference. 

’Some keep them in a stew with 
irritating ways and words. Some 
wives keep them pickled, while 
others waste them shamefully. It 
cannot be supposed that any husband 
will be tender and good when so 
managed, but they ate really de¬ 
licious when prepared, properly. 

"In selecting a husband, you 
should not be guided by the silvery 
appearance, as in buying a mackerel; 
nor by the golden tint, as if you want¬ 
ed salmon. 

"Do not go to market for him, as 
the best ones are always brought to 
the door. Be sure to select him your¬ 
self, as tastes differ. It is far better 
to have none unless you will patient¬ 


ly learn how to cook him. 

'Of course, a preserving kettle of 
the finest porcelain is best, but if 
you have nothing better than an 
earthenware pipkin, it will do - 
with care. Like crabs and lobsters, 
husbands are cooked alive. 

’They sometimes fly out of the 
kettle and so become burned and 
crusty on the edges, so it is wise to 
secure him in the kettle with a flat 
strong silken cord called Comfort, 
as die one called Duty is apt to be 
weak. Make a clear, steady flame, 
of love, warmth and cheerfulness. 
Set him as near this as seems to 
agree with him. 

“If he sputters, do not be anx¬ 
ious, for some husbands do this un¬ 
til they are quite done. Add a 


HAS ANOTHER CHRISTMAS really 
passed? Is it already 1978? It's 
hard to believe, isn’t it. 

Christmas this year, here on Nor¬ 
folk, started with a most delightful 
evening in Rawson Hall when the 
School Concert was held on Wednes¬ 
day, 7th December. The evening 
was a real treat and commenced 
with the Infants Choir under the lead¬ 
ership of schoolteacher, Maree Currie, 
singing a bracket of carols and Christ¬ 
mas songs; beautiful to listen to and 
a credit to Miss Currie as one could 
understand every word the children 
sang. 

Next on the programme was the 
popular percussion band under Fay 
Bataille’s baton. The two cymbal¬ 
ists really looked the part as they 
poised there, cymbals at the ready, 
waiting for the signal to create an 
almighty "crash" - they didn’t miss 
their cue either* 

At last came the time for which 
the littlies had been practising for 
weeks. I think, too, most of the 
parents knew the words and songs 
of the Nativity Play which the Kinder¬ 
garten class performed. The child¬ 
ren were dressed in really colour¬ 
ful costumes - there were the three 
wise men, Matthew Christian-Bailey, 
very resplendent, as the King, she¬ 
pherds, an Eastern lady, Mary and 
Joseph. The group of angels looked 
most ?angelic” too! By song and 
words the children told the story of 
Joseph and Mary’s trip to Bethlehem 
and Jesus’ birth in the stable. Not 


little sugar in the form of what 
confectioners call kisses, but use 
no pepper or vinegar on any 
account. 

'Season to taste with spices, good 
humour and gaiety preferred, but 
seasoning must always be used with 
great discretion and caution. Avoid 
sharpness in testing for tenderness. 

Stir him gently, lest be lie too flat 
and close to the kettle and so be¬ 
come useless. You cannot fall to 
know when he is done. 

If so treated, you will find him 
very digestible, agreeing with you 
perfectly, and he will keep as long 
as you choose, unless you become 
careless and allow the home fires 
to grow cold. Thus prepared, he Sfifl 
serve a lifetime of Happiness. End* 


one mistake was made at all, every* 
one; knew their words, spoke out in 
big voices and sang the carols very 
enthusiastically. 

"Santa and the Snowflakes" was 
the 1st class contribution. This was 
a play which took place in Santa’s 
workshop. Whilst poor tired Mrs. 
Santa, Cheryl LeCren, fell asleep, 
the snowflakes who were supposed to 
get the toys ready for Santa had 
great fun trying diem all out and 
making them do their tricks. They 
ran around and wound up all the tin 
soldiers who marched around die 
stage - would have though Scott 
Jones really was a tin soldier! Sam¬ 
antha Grimshaw as the baby doll de¬ 
lighted the snowflakes with her cries 
for "mummy". Tom McIntyre dis¬ 
guised as a teddy hear assured every¬ 
one he wouldn't bite and only liked 
to cuddle people. The ballerina 
dolls showed how they could dance 
and the elephants in very clever cos¬ 
tumes made everyone laugh. But then 
just as all the toys were having such a 
good time in came Stephen Hogden 
as Santa and he wasn’t too pleased 
that die toys weren’t ready to deliver 
to all the boys and girls. Anyway his 
helpers, dressed as elves, said they 
would help and in no time at all 
the toys were loaded on to his sleigh 
and off they all went. It was really 
terrific and again no-one muffed 
their lines. 

Through dance and mime the 2nd 
class children told the story of "The 
Little Fir Tree". It was really mat- 
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Many families here take advantage 
of the lovely weather we usually 
have at this time of the year and 
take their Christmas dinner either 
down to Kingston* out on the cliffs 
somewhere or at home out in the 
garden. This year was no exception, 
the weather was perfect. 

Beach carnival 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
'V' New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
die more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 

^ Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fijlly-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes* walk of 
the island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 



HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian‘ 


vellous. Their teacher, Maureen 
Tavener, had chosen classical mu¬ 
sic for the dance items and the child¬ 
ren were a joy to watch. Helen Toft 
was the fir tree chosen from the forest 
to be cut down as die Christmas tree. 
Everyone, I think, was amazed at 
the length of time Helen stood there 
with her arms out-stretched and 
how gracefully she swayed with the 
breeze. 

Roaring twenties 

The last item before interval 
was a Christmas Party, Roaring 
Twenties style, put on by Lester 
Semple's class. Class 3. The child¬ 
ren must have learnt about 15 differ¬ 
ent songs from that era. The girls 
were Charlston dresses, lots of bang¬ 
les and beads, and the boys looked 
very smart with their striped boaters. 
Susan Ely, Fiona Anderson and Angela 
Hobbins would have put many adults 
to shame with their skill at perform¬ 
ing die Charleston. The item which 
really stole the show was the sing¬ 
ing cIf the song “Baby Face" when 
each of the girls taking part kept 
turning her face away. A really 
colourful finale to a terrific show. 

The teachers and those responsible 
for the costumes and scenery are to 
be heartily congratulated on such a 
fine performance. After a short inter¬ 
val die annual prize-giving then took 
place with many boys and girls being 
rewarded for their hard work during 
the year. 

Round of parties 

The following week after the con¬ 
cert there was then a very busy and 
exciting time for the children as 
the round of Christmas parties com¬ 
menced. There were break-up 
parties held at the school, Christ¬ 


mas parties held at die Lions Club, 
die Leagues Club; the Administra¬ 
tion and D.C. A. held Christmas 
parties for the children of staff 
members and in between mums 
were busy trying to fit in their 
Christmas shopping! 

The SDA ladies put on a lovely 
Christmas party for the senior citi¬ 
zens and die children of the church 
performed a Christinas concert. 

What a lovely surprise for the sen¬ 
ior citizens. 

What I really enjoy most about 
Christmas is the feeling of magic 
that is created for the children. 

They never tire of listening to the 
story of the first Christmas and 
and then look forward to Santa's 
visit. Did you know that when San¬ 
ta visits Norfolk he lands his sleigh 
and reindeers up at Mt. Pitt? 

Chrlstaas eve 

Our thanks too go to Toon Buffett. 
For those who spent Christmas Eve 
at home Toon provided a lovely 
Christmas programme over VL2NI, 
the local radio station - a programme 
of Christmas carols and those lovely 
old songs such as Bing Crosby sing¬ 
ing “White Christmas". 

THEN the day itself at last arrived. 
It's funny really trying to get the 
children to sleep the night before, 
then there's the mad rush to put out 
all the presents and most parents I 
think then collapse into bed, worn 
out, but knowing jolly well they're 
going to be hauled out again at the 
crack of dawn. What an exciting 
time watching the children ope ning 
their parcels. I think there were 
quite a few children this year who 
had to go looking around the garden 
for their present as they were too 
big for Santa to bring inside! 

It really is a marvellous tirhe of 
die year when homes are filled to 
overflowing with relatives and friends 
who have come *home for Christmas". 


Tuesday, 27th December, was Ro¬ 
tary's big day - the Beach Carnival. 
Activities commenced at 11.30 am 
with various races on the sand for 
the children. Bet those who took 
part in the treacle-covered bun 
eating competition were glad to 
dive into the water after it was 
over! The swimming events were 
quite exciting - die ladies race for 
those over 16 ended in a tie between 
Patricia Smith and a visitor. The 
men's race was quite long - almost 
to the reef and back - but was very 
easily won by Mike Johnson (Pat 
Anderson's brother), Ricky Robert¬ 
son was second. About 4.20 pm 
there was a ripple of anticipation 
amongst the spectators on the 
beach as the rafts were lined up 
for the great event of the day. 

This year the rafts had to start from 
the far side of Emily Bay, go round 
a buoy just past the permanent raft 
then come back and circle the raft 
then head for the beach just near the 
dressing sheds. From all accounts 
it was quite a stiff course and those 
rafts that didn’t go round die first 
buoy made it quite hard for some 
of the others. Anyway, again Jim 
Gardner and his chaps were the 
successful winners. Then as the 
other rafts came in to shore, it was 
on -- tomatoes, eggs, flour and 
all sorts of things were flying every¬ 
where! Congratulations Rotary - 
another successful carnival. During 
the afternoon, the raffle to raise 
funds for the Lifepak 4 for the Hos¬ 
pital was drawn. First prize, a 
Mazda car, was won by Alan Dyer, 
second prize was won by Marjorie 
Sims and the third prize was won 
by none other than the Administra¬ 
tor. 

Well, I guess for now, that's all 
the news. There's much to think 
about as the year draws to a close. 
Much has happened here on Norfolk 
during 1977. What will 1978 bring? 
Health and happiness to everyone, 

1 hope. 

Cheerio for now! 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 


IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 


GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS ■ RETAILERS 


Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SO Cl ET E MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, borne gardners 

• W. A. FLICK St CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators. hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries, 
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